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Goals 2005: a blueprint for Bates’ future 
Students, faculty, staff, and administration 
meet to discuss common goals. 
by Jeremy Brenningstall 
Diving right into the atmo¬ 
sphere of reflection and renewal 
spawned by the presence of a new 
school year, a group of 70-80 stu¬ 
dents, professors, staff members and 
school administrators met for a re¬ 
treat on Saturday to discuss ideas for 
the development of the college over 
the next ten years. Specifically, they 
gathered to respond the "Provi¬ 
sional Re¬ 
port" put 
out for the 
Bates col¬ 
lege com¬ 
munity by 
the Goals 
2005 Com¬ 
mittee. 
The report is ambitious, 
and does not hesitate to 
claim the highest possible 
goals for the college. 
The Com¬ 
mittee, like the audience at 
Saturday's conference, is made up 
of a representative sample of the 
various elements that comprise the 
Bates community, and includes four 
students, Jeremy Villano '97, An¬ 
drew Shriver'96, Kate Perry '98, and 
Sara O'Mara '98. President Donald 
Harward is the Convener. 
In the report put forth by 
the committee, the members sought 
to outline a course by which the col¬ 
lege could measure its progress over 
the next nine or ten years. The goals 
are divided into those for learning; 
teaching; student life; alumni, par¬ 
ents, and external relations; faculty; 
staff; trustees; facilities; manage¬ 
ment and organization; and finance. 
The report is ambitious, 
and does not hesitate to claim the 
highest possible goals for the col¬ 
lege, whether they be in learning, 
atmosphere, diversity, fundraising, 
faculty, or general relationships. It 
is also ambiguous, declaring that 
certain standards will be established 
without necessarily proclaiming 
how they will be established, with 
the exception of a short list of sug¬ 
gestions in the appendix. 
Much of the retreat was 
spent in separate discussion sec¬ 
tions, in which small groups com¬ 
pared praise and criticism, and gave 
some of their thoughts regarding the 
general state of affairs at Bates, and 
where they would like to take the 
college in the coming years. 
In one 
section, 
professor 
of philoso¬ 
phy Mark 
Okrent be¬ 
gan by re¬ 
lating his 
college ex¬ 
perience, 
and the 
meaning of 
the first-year humanities course that 
he had been forced to take, nostal¬ 
gically adding that perhaps Bates 
should add something similar. His 
course at Reed College was orga¬ 
nized in such a way that it was 
taught by a number of professors, in 
a divided lecture and seminar for¬ 
mat, with an emphasis upon pri¬ 
mary documents, and without grad¬ 
ing. 
"In this system," Okrent 
said, "Students learned: 1) that the 
college aspired to have students 
who didn't work for grades, 2) the 
value of interdisciplinary work, 3) 
the classics, and 4) primary texts — 
that had not already been predi¬ 
gested by somebody else." 
Others were less concerned 
with the intentions of the document 
than with its lack of specificity re¬ 
garding the nature of the institution. 
Service in the community was also 
Continued on page 8 
Goals 2000: lofty plans, moral principles, and a bright new future.. Matt Bromley graphic 
The Inside Track 
Confusion in the ranks 
The college has adopted a new honors thesis grading system. 
It affects this years* honors candidates. 
Surprised? You're not alone. 
Some students are angry. Others support the change. Many are confused. 
The Student reports on the issue in two articles. Know the facts. 
P-2. 
Once a bobcat... 
Three alumni head coaches share their perspectives on 
Bates' athletic past, present, and future, 
p. 25. 
news 
1-8 
'features forum' 
9-12 13-17 
campus arts 
v18-20 21-24 , 
sports 
.25-27 
A new eating experience! 
The Silo is open for buisness. 
Chef 86 whips up soups, salads, and sandwiches for your culinary 
pleasure. 
Learn about this unique dining experience in Around Campus. 
p. 18. 
More on Goals 2005... 
Learn more about this ambitious plan. What are the benifits? The 
drawbacks? Check out Forum, p. 13 and p. 16. 
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Unheard by system, students air concerns 
New thesis program scrutinized, criticized. 
by Sarah Gunn 
The honors program has undergone a major revision. 
It is a major switch of policy, and will impact all honors can¬ 
didates in all disciplines. It went into effect this year. 
Very few students have heard about it. 
The college has switched from a four-tiered honors 
system to a two-tiered program, (see adjacent article) 
"Maybe I was just oblivious, but I didn't know about 
this until it was changed," Anne-Marie Miller '97, a 
biopsychology honors candidate, said. "I don't know too 
many people who knew about the change." 
Geoff Holm '97 was also unaware of the alteration. 
"I wasn't aware of the changes," the biology major 
complained. "I heard a rumor that something might be 
changed, but wasn't sure if I should believe it. No one told 
me; in fact, even my advisor didn't know about it." 
Jessica 
Brown '98 
did hear 
about the 
new proce¬ 
dure. Last 
year, she 
served as 
the student 
representa¬ 
tive for the 
Honors 
Study com¬ 
mittee. 
Like the seniors, though, Brown was not told about the pro¬ 
posal until the last minute. 
"I didn't even know that they were proposing the 
new system as deliberative legislation," she said. "I found 
out by randomly attending a faculty meeting. They handed 
me the minutes, and I was surprised to see that the new hon¬ 
ors system was being discussed." 
Shaking her head, she continued. 
"And I was on the committee." 
"The whole experience made 
me question the 
advertisement campaign. No 
one knew that the process 
was being discussed." 
-Jessica Brown '98 
in favor of the four-tiered system. None supported the new 
proposal," Dennis Browne, who served as Chair of the Honors 
Study committee, explained. 
The committee also solicited student responses. 
"Probably about 40 or 50 students and alumni were 
contacted," Browne said. "While some students liked the new 
proposal, the number was not large," Browne said. "Most stu¬ 
dents did not want the process to change." 
The committee sponsored "two or three" open forums 
about the honors thesis process, Browne said. 
Matthew Bromley graphic 
■ Failed advertising, ignored responses 
"At the early forums, all the students present were 
"They weren't big," he said. "Few students attended." 
Many students complained that they never heard about 
the forums. 
"I think that the meetings should have been better publi¬ 
cized- I didn't know about them," Miller noted. 
While the forums were announced through table mail 
and "a few posters were posted around Chase," the advertise¬ 
ments "were general. I don't think that the honors changes 
were specifically mentioned," Browne explained. 
"The whole experience made me question the adver¬ 
tisement campaign," Brown said. "No one [student] knew that 
the process was being discussed." 
■ Lost in the system 
Brown, who served as a nonvoting student member 
of the committee, felt trapped outside of the decision-mak¬ 
ing loop. While she did pass on the opinions of other stu¬ 
dents to the committee, she believes that their opinions were 
ignored. 
"I felt that Professor Browne was interested in my 
opinions, 
but I never 
met the 
other 
members 
of the com¬ 
mittee," 
she said. 
"While 
they dis¬ 
cussed the 
program 
on the fac¬ 
ulty chat 
line, as a student, I didn't have access to it," she said. "I felt 
frustrated and shut out." 
"I do realize that I can't have anything to do with cer¬ 
tain issues that the committee hears, but I don't think that I 
was informed," Brown concluded. 
Upon noticing Brown at the informational faculty 
meeting, Browne requested that Brown speak. 
"I told them that there was little student support, and 
that pretty much no one knew about the proposal," she said. 
"We both said at the faculty meeting that the students 
didn't want to change it- that they liked keeping no honors/ 
honors/high honors/highest honors," Browne said. 
Continued on Page 4. 
All the students present 
were in favor of the four¬ 
tiered system. None 
supported the new 
proposal. 
-Dennis Browne 
New honors thesis grading system 
By Sarah Gunn 
Until this year, honors the¬ 
ses were evaluated on a four-tier sys¬ 
tem. Minutes after the completion of 
their oral defense, students would be 
told whether they received a score 
of no honors, honors, high honors, 
or highest honors. 
This year, thesis candi¬ 
dates can receive one of only two 
grades: honors or no honors. 
The process was initiated 
by and voted upon by the faculty. 
"As early as the mid-eight¬ 
ies, we heard from faculty dissatis¬ 
fied with the honors process," 
Browne said. "It's also been dis¬ 
cussed on fac talk, the faculty chat 
line, for a long time. The over¬ 
whelming posts were in favor of sim¬ 
plification." 
"The [Honors Study] com¬ 
mittee decided to gather information 
and see what could be done," he ex¬ 
plained. 
Although the Honors 
Study Committee proposed the 
change, the power to adopt policy 
rests in the hands of faculty mem¬ 
bers. 
1 don't know, why 
they're doing it, and 
I'd like to see the 
reasons ... 
-Geoff Holm ’97 
After being approved by 
the legislative committee, the pro¬ 
posal was sent to the faculty, de¬ 
bated, and then voted. 
"The vote was not even 
close," Anne Williams, Associate 
Dean of the Faculty, said. 
■ Student response 
This change has angered 
some thesis candidates. 
"I think that it's a horrible 
idea," said Steve Ockerbloom '97, 
who is currently working on an 
honors thesis in philosophy and 
physics. 
"By completely cutting it 
to honors/no honors, it creates a 
system in which people who re¬ 
ceive honors can either be people 
who work intensively the whole 
year, or people who are simply 
good at throwing things together 
at the last second." 
Holm concurred. 
"I think that it's a bad idea. 
I don't know why they're doing it, 
and I'd like to see the reasons that 
they've decided to do this without 
telling us." 
Other students disagree. 
Beka Smith '97, a history 
major and honors candidate, ap¬ 
proves of the proposal. 
"I like it because it de- 
"The new system is 
much more humane 
to students." 
-Dennis Browne 
creases the competitiveness," Smith 
said. 
■ Sparing students' sensibilities 
"Remember- we have a 
grading system already," Dennis 
adopted 
Browne, who served as Chair of the 
Honors Study Committee for the 
'95/'96 school year, said. "This pro¬ 
gram is not the college honors pro¬ 
gram, which is based on GPA." 
Because the honors pro¬ 
gram is run by department, the 
program should emphasize writ¬ 
ing and research, he explained. 
Many faculty members believe that 
the old system detracted from this 
goal. 
The decision to remove 
high and high honors from the 
evaluation process was largely 
based upon this philosophy. 
Faculty found fault with 
the honors system on several lev¬ 
els. One of the most prevalent rea¬ 
sons rested upon the reactions of stu¬ 
dents receiving "honors" for their 
theses. 
"The earliest objections 
Continued on page 
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Bates offers anonymous reporting option for 
survivors of sexual assault 
By Anne-Marie Miller 
In the past, Bates College 
has offered few options to survivors 
wishing to informally report inci¬ 
dents of sexual violence. Last 
spring, however, the College devel¬ 
oped an anonymous reporting op¬ 
tion. 
During 
the winter semes¬ 
ter, the Commit¬ 
tee on Sexual Vio¬ 
lence recon¬ 
vened. Its main 
goal was to de¬ 
velop a new as¬ 
sault policy. The 
Committee included Director of 
Health Services Chris Tisdale, Di¬ 
rector of Security Larry Johnson, 
Dean of Students F. Celeste 
Branham, Professor Kathy Low and 
students from each class. 
The Committee's first pri¬ 
ority was to create an anonymous 
reporting policy. Like most colleges 
and universities, Bates' frequency of 
reported sexual assaults is unreal¬ 
istically low. 
"Our statistics did not re¬ 
flect reality," said Branham. 
While it is estimated that 
one out of every four women in col¬ 
lege will experience rape or at¬ 
tempted rape, very few assaults are 
reported. In the past three years, 
only a handful of sexual assaults 
have been reported at Bates. 
Branham explained that 
the Student Right to Know Act, a 
federal law, states that colleges must 
publish accurate crime statistics in 
order to give their students a clear 
picture of violence on campus. She 
suggested that the new anonymous 
reporting option might better help 
the college live up to the spirit of 
the law. 
■ The new option explained. 
The primary concern of the 
college and of the Committee, how¬ 
ever, is to provide students who ex¬ 
perience assault with as many op¬ 
tions and much support as possible. 
While students did have the option 
of informally reporting an assault to 
either the health center, security, or 
the Dean of Students, these informal 
reports were not considered in the 
college's statistics. 
Only reports which resulted 
in a student taking a case before the 
Student Conduct Committee were 
included in the College's formal 
crime statistics. 
Now, however, students 
can report an assault without having 
to take formal action. 
■ An informal process 
Survivors can now fill out 
an informal report at the Health Cen¬ 
ter. The form is simple and open- 
ended: essentially, it asks limited de¬ 
tails about the identification of the 
survivor. The majority of the form is 
a blank space in which students can 
provide as many or as few details 
about an assault as they wish. 
While an area is provided 
for the student to give the 
perpetrator's name, this information 
is completely optional. This report 
can be filled out with 
one of the staff nurses 
or with Chris Tisdale. 
The student will then 
be provided with a 
packet of information 
about other resources 
available to her. 
Students will 
also be informed 
about other reporting 
avenues, such as the 
Student Conduct 
Committee and the 
Lewiston police. 
The new 
policy will help the 
school provide "as 
much assistance as we 
can," Branham ex¬ 
plained, and will also 
help survivors make decisions based 
on all available information. 
Branham hopes that the new policy 
will encourage reports of sexual vio¬ 
lence. 
■ Those who 
know, approve 
S t u - 
dents who are 
aware of the 
policy generally 
have positive 
feelings about it. "I give it two 
thumbs up," said Beka Smith '97. 
"The mdre choices you have, the bet¬ 
ter." 
Many students, however, 
haven't heard anything about the 
policy. "There's a new policy this 
year?" inquired Karen Toothaker 
'97. "I don't remember reading any¬ 
thing about that." 
The new policy is not cur¬ 
rently available to students, al¬ 
though first- year and Resident Co¬ 
ordinator/ Junior Advisor orienta¬ 
tion programs did outline the policy 
for participants. 
It is not included in the 
Rape and Sexual Violence pamphlet 
given to first-year students, and has 
not yet been given to upperclass stu¬ 
dents. 
■ More to come 
This new option is the first 
step to what may become the first 
of many changes for Bates' sexual 
assault policy. 
In addition to facilitating 
awareness of the new policy, the 
Committee on Sexual Violence has 
several items on its agenda for the 
year. They plan to finish the revi¬ 
sions on the Rape and Sexual Vio¬ 
lence booklet begun last year. The 
book will be made more user- 
friendly and will most likely include 
more detailed information on 
students' reporting and resource 
options. 
Additionally, Dean 
Branham hopes that the Committee 
will take an active role in educa¬ 
tional programming. "[It's] not as 
broad or as frequent as it might be, 
" she stated; it is also important for 
programs to "have a real impact on 
the community." While the new ori¬ 
entation program was a good first 
step toward this goal, much more 
needs to be done. 
The Committee hopes to 
make Bates both a safer place for sur¬ 
vivors, and one in which fewer as¬ 
saults are likely to happen. 
"Our statistics did not reflect 
reality." 
F. Celeste Branham, Dean of Students 
The new policy will help the 
school provide "as much 
assistance as we can." 
If you are sexually assaulted at Bates... 
If you have been sexually 
assaulted, find a safe place and talk 
with someone you trust. Whether 
or not you want to make any kind 
of report of your assault, it is im¬ 
portant to seek medical attention as 
soon as possible. Here are some of 
the resources available to you. 
■ THE SEXUAL ASSAULT CRI¬ 
SIS CENTER 795-2211 
The Sexual Assault Crisis 
Center provides a twenty-four hour 
a day hotline for survivors of sexual 
violence, their friends and family 
members, and individuals with 
questions about sexual violence. 
Advocates will listen, 
outline resources and accompany 
you to the hospital. They will also 
accompany survivors to the police 
station. 
Advocates are familiar 
with Bates policies and resources 
and will go with survivors to on- 
campus resources. An advocate can 
serve as an advisor during a Stu¬ 
dent Conduct Committee hearing. 
If you have experienced 
sexual assault in the past, or child¬ 
hood sexual abuse, the hotline is a 
great resource. 
■ CENTRAL MAINE MEDICAL 
CENTER/LEWISTON POLICE 
If there is any chance that 
you may want to report an assault, 
CMMC is the best place to go. It's 
important not to shower, eat, drink 
or go to the bathroom, since those 
actions can destroy evidence. 
When you arrive at the hos¬ 
pital, tell the nurse that you have 
been sexually assaulted. She will 
take you to a quiet place and, if you 
wish, call the Sexual Assault Crisis 
Center, which will send an advocate. 
The hospital will examine 
you to make sure that you do not 
have any injuries, then collect evi¬ 
dence if you think that you might 
want to report the assault. 
This involves collecting 
your clothes, so you may want to 
bring a change of clothes . They will 
perform a gynecological exam. A 
doctor will provide antibiotics and 
will also administer the Morning 
After Pill to prevent pregnancy. 
If you choose to report, a 
police officer take a preliminary 
statement. If you choose to pursue 
legal action, you will talk to a detec¬ 
tive either that day, or the next day. 
You have several months to decide 
whether or not you wish to press 
charges. If there's any chance at all 
that you might want to do so, evi¬ 
dence collection is important. 
■ HEALTH CENTER 
If you report being sexually 
assaulted, the nurse on duty will 
make sure that you are safe. She will 
then ask if you want to report the 
assault. If so, you will be provided 
with transportation to CMMC. 
If you're pretty sure that 
you don't want to report the assault, 
the nurse will explain the reporting 
options available to you. If you 
would like to file an anonymous re¬ 
port, you can do so at this point. 
The Health Center can pro¬ 
vide you antibiotics and the Morn¬ 
ing After Pill. They will also make 
an appointment to see the gynecolo¬ 
gist or the Women's Health Nurse 
Practitioner, Kathy Coleman. The 
Health Center will provide confi¬ 
dential counseling if you need it. 
They will also provide you with an 
information packet explaining the 
resources available. 
■ DEAN OF STUDENTS 
If you go to the Dean of 
Student's office to report an assault, 
Dean Branham will first make sure 
that you've had medical treatment 
if you need it, and that you feel safe. 
She will then explain the 
options available to you, and is the 
best resource to learn about the Stu¬ 
dent Conduct Committee hearing 
process. She can explain both it and 
the anonymous reporting policy in 
detail. If you decide to file a formal 
report, the office will guide you 
through the process. 
■ SECURITY 
If you report a sexual as¬ 
sault to Security, the officer on duty 
will first make sure that you are safe. 
If you prefer to speak with a female 
officer, one will be provided (If a fe¬ 
male officer is not in, one can be 
called). 
Security will outline your 
options, and help you to file a report 
if you choose. They can also talk to 
you at the Health Center. 
If you report a stranger 
rape to Security, they are required to 
inform the campus that such an as¬ 
sault has taken place through one of 
the yellow security alerts. It will 
carry a description of the perpetra¬ 
tor, but no identifying details about 
you. 
■ SARL 
One Bates resource is the 
Sexual Assault Response Line, 
which is staffed by trained students 
twenty-four hours a day. These stu¬ 
dents are knowledgeable about 
sexual violence and Bates policies, 
and are also willing to listen to sur¬ 
vivors, their friends and family 
members, and anyone who has a 
question about a sexual situation. 
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Batesie travels to Democratic National Convention 
By Sarah Gunn 
Renee Leduc '98 was eating 
in Commons when the thought 
struck her: 
"I was sitting there, and 
just said, 'You know, I want to go to 
the Democratic National Conven¬ 
tion!'" 
Her lunchmates were skep¬ 
tical. After all, Leduc was only a 
sophomore in college. She had few 
influential political contacts, and 
little experience in political cam¬ 
paigning. 
"My friends laughed and 
said, 'yeah, right, whatever, Renee,'" 
Leduc said. 
About nine months later, 
Renee traveled to Chicago as a del¬ 
egate. 
■ A "whirlwind" rise to the top 
It was an intense experi¬ 
ence for Leduc, who became in¬ 
volved in platform politics only nine 
months ago. 
"It was sort of like a whirl¬ 
wind," she began. "At the first meet¬ 
ing of the Androscoggin County 
Democrats I'd ever attended, I was 
elected to go to the state platform 
committee." 
After spending four 
months writing state democrats' 
platform, Leduc was selected to go 
to the state convention. Then, the 
unexpected happened. 
"I was told, 'Renee, the 
chair can't make it. You get to 
present the platform!"' 
It was the break she 
needed. She began her campaign. 
Leduc sent postcards to 
state delegates and placed fliers on 
every seat at the convention. 
"That was a lot of expo¬ 
sure. The three hours of platform 
debate pushed me over the top to 
become a delegate," she said. 
Leduc was happy to real¬ 
ize that David Lieber '98 had also 
been elected as a delegate. They 
both represented Maine's Congres¬ 
sional District 2. 
"We didn't 
have to run 
against each 
o t her," 
Leduc ex- 
plained. 
"The delega¬ 
tions had to' 
be gender 
balanced, so 
I ran against 
females, and 
he ran 
against males. 
"I was amazed, and really 
excited," Leduc said. "I realized that 
we were going to Chicago!" 
"But the convention was so optimis¬ 
tic, and such a positive environment. 
It really inspired me." 
"It was amazing," she said. 
"Absolutely, utterly amazing. The 
greatest part was feeling the energy. 
It was such a great feeling." . 
"Someone who was just 
watching the convention on televi¬ 
sion might not have seen the vari¬ 
ety of speeches/' Leduc said. 
As an officer in the Bates 
Democrats club, 
Leduc saw the con¬ 
vention as an oppor¬ 
tunity to create ties 
with organizations 
across the United 
States. 
"I loved the 
chance to meet 
people and learn 
their stories," she 
said. "I found that I 
spent a lot of time on 
the floor getting 
ideas. You wouldn't believe how 
many College Democrat ideas I re¬ 
ceived from delegates across the 
country." 
"I was amazed, and 
really excited. I 
realized that we were 
going to Chicago!" 
-Renee Leduc '98, 
Maine Delegate to DNC 
■ A shot of political adrenaline 
Conventions play a vital 
role in party politics- particularly in 
an age often labeled politically apa¬ 
thetic, Leduc suggested. 
"The focus of political con¬ 
ventions have changed over the 
years, but I think that they're still 
really important," she said. 
"I've seen political cyni¬ 
cism for such a long time. It has been 
wrapped around me," Leduc said. 
■ Today, a delegate. Tomorrow, a 
senator? 
Leduc's political aspira¬ 
tions are not limited to the Demo¬ 
cratic convention. When asked if she 
would consider running for office, 
her answer was quick and simple: 
"Definitely." 
"I do plan to pursue state 
and maybe even national office," 
Leduc, who is a double major in Bi¬ 
ology and Anthropology, said. "I 
Leduc at the Convention: representing the future of Maine's Democratic party. 
don't plan to be a career politician, 
though. I'd like to get into public 
policy first- maybe environmental 
policy." 
"Out of this experience, 
I've come to the realization that if I 
put my mind to it, I can do any¬ 
thing," Leduc said. "I can look back 
and say, 'you know, I fought for this, 
and I got it.'" 
... Students question new honors system 
Continued from page 1. 
While, as Brown noted, 
"some faculty mem¬ 
bers seemed con- 
cerned that students 
didn't know about the 
proposal," the new 
process was adopted 
at the next meeting. 
"This vote 
wasn't even close," 
Browne said. "The 
pro-change camp was 
pretty strong." 
"There was a _ 
slight majority in fa¬ 
vor of the change, many abstentions, 
and probably only five or six faculty 
who opposed the plan," he ex¬ 
plained. "The proposal passed by a 
wide mar- 
gin." 
"One 
sentence 
was 
dropped in 
the cata¬ 
logue, and 
the entire 
system 
was 
changed," 
Browne 
said. 
"One sentence was 
dropped in the 
catalogue, and the 
entire system was 
changed." 
-Dennis Browne 
IA breakdown in communication 
The responsibility of in¬ 
forming students about the new pro¬ 
gram rests upon the shoulders of the 
committee and upon individual ad¬ 
visors, Scott explained. 
Because the faculty vote 
'came near finals week, "the time of 
the year when people couldn't come 
to many meetings," the committee 
never informed students about the 
change. 
"Advisors should tell their 
students," Browne said, "and one 
thing that Mark [Okrent, the new 
Honors Study committee chair] and 
the committee will probably do is re¬ 
mind students that there is a new 
grading system." 
Still, some students see this 
incident 
as a sym¬ 
bol of a 
larger 
problem. 
"If the 
faculty 
paid at¬ 
tention, 
some¬ 
thing 
else 
could 
have 
been done," Miller said. "There 
could have been a faculty/student 
"The problem was 
that students were 
not informed of the 
changes." 
-Jessica Brown '98 
compromise. 
Brown agreed. 
"I think that the 
situation was not well- 
handled. That was my 
concern. There wasn't 
enough student input, 
but that's not entirely 
the committee's fault," 
she said. "The problem 
was that students were 
not informed of the 
changes." 
"This will be a 
much better college 
.when the faculty listens carefully to 
student concerns," Miller con¬ 
cluded. 
' >•3 
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Honors Program elaborated... continued. 
Continued from page 1. 
were based on the devastating re¬ 
sults when students heard that they 
got honors. They were devastated/' 
Browne said. "People get crushed. 
It's kind of sad to see their good 
work being regarded as something 
other than quality." 
"The new system is much 
more humane to 
students," he ex¬ 
plained. 
Ockerbloom was 
skeptical. 
"I can ap¬ 
preciate the fact that 
the committee 
wants to take the 
trauma out of the 
grading system," he 
said. "But by reduc¬ 
ing it this much, they create a sys¬ 
tem that does exactly the same thing. 
People will simply expect honors 
instead of high honors, and feel just 
as crushed." 
Still, some students admit¬ 
ted that receiving "honors" could be 
a traumatic event. 
"I have friends who 
worked hard, did terrific research, 
and finally got only honors. They 
were really disappointed," Jessica 
Brown '97 said. "That's one of the 
reasons that I'm not completely dis¬ 
traught about the whole switch. I 
have very mixed feelings." 
■ High honors vs. highest honors: 
arbitrary distinctions? 
Scott highlighted another 
faculty objection to the four-tiered 
system: the grey areas created by the 
four-tiered distinctions. 
"I've seen a problem with 
inconsistencies between depart¬ 
ments. You'll find that some depart¬ 
ments consistently give mostly high 
honors, while others receive mainly 
honors," she said. 
Browne concurred. "It -is 
very difficult 
to evaluate 
the honors/ 
no honors/ 
highest hon- 
ors/high 
honors dis¬ 
tinction. So 
much de¬ 
pends upon 
the panels," 
he said. 
"One panel 
might think that all of the theses are 
great, and give high and highest 
honors. Another might be a diffi¬ 
cult grader and give nothing but 
honors. There is no consistency," he 
concluded. 
Students agreed that the 
grading system can, indeed, be a 
subjective process. 
"It's true," Holm said. "A 
lot of students have complained that 
the process is arbitrary." 
Miller agreed. "Some¬ 
times, it's too easy to get highest- 
and high- honors. A lot depends 
upon your panel, and your major." 
Both students still disagree 
with the faculty's decision to change 
the system, however. 
"I see a problem with the 
honors program," Miller said. "I just 
think that there is a difference be¬ 
tween honors and highest honors 
theses, though. There should be an¬ 
other system." 
■ Removing competition 
Finally, several faculty ex¬ 
pressed concern that the constant 
pressure to receive high and high¬ 
est honors served to de-emphasize 
the importance of the thesis itself. 
"There has been a general 
feeling among the faculty that stu¬ 
dents have become too competitive, 
trying only to get high and highest 
honors," Scott explained. "Many 
felt that, if we get rid of the distinc¬ 
tions between honors, the purpose 
of thesis will become more clear." 
Browne elaborated. 
"There's a strong sense that 
the old system overemphasized 
grades," he said. 
"The honors program 
should emphasize the process and 
the writing," he said. "But instead, 
the first question people ask honors 
students is, 'What'd you get?"' 
He concluded, "We should 
not stress grades." 
■ Other concerns 
Students expressed con¬ 
cern that the change would affect 
their job prospects. 
"If other colleges have this 
system and we don't, we could have 
problems outside of Bates," Holm 
said. 
Browne urged students not 
to worry. 
"To a person, the alumni 
we spoke to said that employers 
didn't see the difference between 
honors and highest honors- not un¬ 
less the students told them," he said. 
Bates is one of a handful of colleges 
across the U.S. which include thesis 
requirements. 
Browne also believes that 
students' chances 
of receiving "no 
honors" designa¬ 
tions will not sub¬ 
stantially increase. 
"It's very 
rare to see grades 
of no honors," 
Browne said. "It's 
a self-selecting 
process. Students 
usually drop out 
of the program be¬ 
fore reaching orals. Advisors usu¬ 
ally see to that." 
■ An alternative? 
Several students suggested 
an alternative. 
"There was a third option, 
to have honors, no honors, and high 
honors," Brown, who served on the 
Honors Study Committee, said. 
"That one was far more popular [to 
students], although I couldn't say 
that I took a true student sampling." 
Miller agreed. 
"I agree that there 
shouldn't be a stigma to get honors. 
I can also understand why they de¬ 
cided to change the program- but I 
still think that there's a difference 
between honors and highest honors 
theses. The grades should reflect 
that." 
"I think that there should 
be a three-tiered system," she con¬ 
cluded. "Then, quality theses could 
be rewarded." 
While the faculty consid¬ 
ered an honors/high honors/no¬ 
honors system, the two- tiered pro¬ 
posal was pre- 
f e r r e d , 
Browne ex¬ 
plained. 
"We dis¬ 
cussed it on 
faculty talk, 
the internet 
news group," 
he said. 
"There, again, 
the over¬ 
whelming 
number of posts were in favor of 
simplification. 
■ Looking forward 
"It's interesting to note that 
when you go back and talk to alums, 
a lot of them didn't remember what 
they received. They all said that the 
evaluation program was not as sig¬ 
nificant as the process," Browne 
said. 
"This isn't to say that they 
couldn't vote to change it again," he 
explained. "But the most important 
reason for the switch remains clear: 
it reemphasizes the fact that the im¬ 
portance of the program is the pro¬ 
cess itself. Not the final grade." 
"The importance of 
the program, is the 
process itself. Not the 
final grade." 
- Dennis Browne 
"The first question 
people ask honors 
students is, 'What'd 
you get?'" 
- Dennis Browne 
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Library books, funds, periodicals, and stats: 
A look into the process of budgetary analysis, book buying, and juggling acts 
By Keri Fox 
New years bring new ru¬ 
mors. Students returned to stories 
of the Big Brother Bates Card, whis¬ 
pers about students being secretly 
moved to the Motel 6, and rumors 
that the library will be cutting the 
budget for their nonacademic/popu¬ 
lar books. 
The first one is primarily a 
philosophical debate. The second, 
blatantly false. The rumor about the 
library budget cuts is also false, ac¬ 
cording to Eugene Wiemers, Librar¬ 
ian. 
The rumor can be traced to 
a growing belief on the part of the 
college that the sole purpose of Bates, 
and especially Ladd Library, is aca¬ 
demic. 
As Jessica Brown '98 puts 
it, there seems to be a push to "cut 
back on the number of 'popular' 
works be- 
cause 
they're 
not neces¬ 
sary or 
needed 
for an aca¬ 
demic li¬ 
brary." 
"We can't be the 
college's bookstore, 
and we can't be the 
college's public 
library." 
-Eugene Wiemers, 
Librarian 
"Another 
part of the 
rumor 
that might 
be bother¬ 
some is 
that the money is less. This isn't 
true," Paula Matthews, Associate 
Librarian, explained. 
Although the library bud¬ 
get is not published, this year, it falls 
a bit shy of an even million, Wiemers 
revealed. On average, the budget in¬ 
creases 7-8% every year. 
■ Those pesky periodicals 
55% of the current budget 
goes to periodicals. This is low com¬ 
pared to other schools who may 
spend up to 75% of their budgets on 
journals. 
This large percentage is 
partly due to the high cost of jour¬ 
nals. Scientific journals, in particu¬ 
lar, can cost over $8,000 a year. 
Because of these rising 
costs, the librarians review periodi¬ 
cals every year, including those 
which the college already subscribes 
to and those that the college wishes 
to receive. On average, the periodi¬ 
cal collection decreases by about 1- 
3% every year. 
To cope with this shrinking 
collection, "we consult with Colby 
and Bowdoin when we drop a title... 
We're not doing it perhaps as much 
ds we could but we are trying to do 
it in a responsible way," says 
Wiemers. 
The majority of the money 
goes towards maintaining the cur¬ 
riculum, Wiemers said. 
"More and more of what 
we're doing is electronic... There are 
some high quality materials in elec¬ 
tronic form," de¬ 
scribes 
Wiemeis. 
These 
elec¬ 
tronic 
texts 
enable 
better 
searches, 
as well 
giving 
stu¬ 
dents 
easier 
cific issue of 'popular books', 
Wiemers explained that, "we prob¬ 
ably spent somewhere in the neigh¬ 
borhood of $5000-$6000 last year and 
expect to spend about the same this 
year on 'popular' books." 
The cost of books and most 
other library materials increases 
about 10% every year. 
According to Wiemers, "We 
don't specifically describe anything 
as nonacademic." 
Matthews clarifies. 
"I feel strongly that almost 
everything is academic," she said. 
This definition leaves a good deal of 
room for librarians to decide what 
qualifies, or disqualifies, a work as 
'popular'. 
Check out the course syl¬ 
labi. Some political science classes 
will be viewing Dreamworlds I and 
II, Aladdin, Mallrats. Some English 
courses are reading Mona Lisa Over¬ 
drive, by William Gibson, Left Hand 
access 
(just 
think of NEVER hav¬ 
ing to go to the library 
again) and accessing 
all of those expensive 
journals on-line. A 
significant portion of 
the budget currently 
goes towards this area. 
"We've 
added a lot, but I'd re¬ 
ally like to be able to 
beef up the content," 
declared Wiemers. 
■ Rising book costs 
On the spe- periodicals shrink as the library expands 
of Darkness, by Ursula K. LeGuin. 
As the Bates curriculum becomes 
more multicultural and diverse, so 
"I feel strongly that 
almost everything is 
academic." 
-Paula Matthews 
will the library collection. 
When it comes to deciding 
which books to buy, a variety of pro¬ 
cesses are used. One is a liaison pro¬ 
gram, in which a member of the Li¬ 
brary staff is assigned to an academic 
department and works with the pro¬ 
fessors to acquire necessary materi¬ 
als for the library. 
Ladd also utilizes an "ap¬ 
proval plan" with various pub¬ 
lishers. Cer¬ 
tain authors, 
like Margaret 
Atwood and 
Stephen King, 
are "ear¬ 
marked," so 
that the li¬ 
brary auto¬ 
matically re¬ 
ceives all new 
books, said 
Matthews. 
A re¬ 
quest process 
also exists, 
whereby the 
ordinary stu¬ 
dent, or suf¬ 
fering thesis 
candidate, 
can request 
materials via 
phone, 
internet, or 
the traditional 
method of ac¬ 
tually going 
to the circula¬ 
tion desk. 
Another 
consideration, 
particularly 
file photo 
for the "popular" books is whether 
they will be tomorrow's classics. For 
this category, think Douglas 
Coupland, Umberto Eco, and Toni 
■ Morrison. 
■ Emerging from the bubble 
The philosophy of Ladd Li¬ 
brary for the next millennium is 
that "We can't be the college's 
bookstore and we can't be the 
college's public library," according 
to Wiemers. There is the expecta¬ 
tion for "students to utilize public li¬ 
braries." 
These libraries provide ex¬ 
tensive fiction and bestselling easy- 
reads for the Lewiston-Auburn 
population. 
Students find traveling off- 
campus difficult, however. 
"Part of this is the issue that 
I don't have a car and I can't bike to 
the Lewiston Public Library in win¬ 
ter," Brown explained. 
For those students who 
have cars and can go to the public 
libraries, be aware that while you can 
get a temporary one-year card at the 
Lewiston Public Library, the Auburn 
Public Library will not provide cards 
for post-secondary students. They 
do encourage the use of the interlh 
brary loan process. 
And while it is unlikely, 
Lois Wagner, Librarian at the Auburn 
Public Library, does admit that "a 
significant number of Bates students 
would be a problem" for the public 
library system. 
Despite the rumors, 
Wiemers remains optimistic. 
"This year we've been able 
to maintain all of the current book 
budgets without reduction and only 
modest amounts of periodical reduc¬ 
tions." 
And despite the hard-core 
academic stance that is emerging, 
Matthews remains encouraging. 
"I'd always be interested 
in hearing students about buying 
ideas. I encourage students to be as 
vocal as they want." 
American Heart 
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Overpopulated? Don’t blame Admissions. 
By Erryl Parker 
The walls of this campus 
seem to be moving in closer and 
closer. New students are every¬ 
where- standing in the long Com¬ 
mons lines and mulling around the 
bookstore. Students are asking, 
"What's happening to our school?" 
This occurrence is not a 
physical problem but rather one 
based on mathematical equations, 
laws of averages, and pure (bad) 
luck, the Admissions office reports. 
Overpopulation has been 
an ongoing development that has 
increasingly occurred as time pro¬ 
gressed. This year, however, the 
problem is tangible. 
Nearly the entire campus is 
aware that this year's entering first- 
year and transfer student population 
sports an incredibly large number of 
individuals— 501 students, to be ex¬ 
act. 
That brings the total of 
Bates students to 1694. 
The Admissions Counse¬ 
lors and Deans, however, do not 
claim responsibility for this substan¬ 
tial sum of students. 
■ Getting the process started 
The process of selecting an 
entering class begins at the Dean of 
Students' office. 
Deans must first figure out 
how many upperclass students will 
be returning to Bates in the fall based 
The Bates Student is accepting applications ;! 
The following paid positions are available: 
Managing Editor, Photo Editor, 
Around Campus Editor 
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3 
Students, students everywhere... lines abound. file photo 
on the projected numbers of Leaves 
of Absence and Junior Year/Semes- 
ter Abroad students. 
After the Dean of Students' 
office releases a solid figure, the Ad¬ 
missions staff then calculates what 
their target number of matriculating 
first-years will be. 
Based on the size of the re¬ 
turning sophomore, junior, and se¬ 
nior classes combined, the target- 
number of entering first-years was 
Sometimes the 
unexpected occurs.. 
463. 
Why is the number of stu¬ 
dents at this "small, liberal-arts col¬ 
lege" feeling so crowded and packed 
into campus like a can full of sar¬ 
dines? With all of this scientific 
knowledge and analysis, what went 
wrong? 
■ Early decision messes up my 
life... 
According to a special for¬ 
mula that the Admissions staff has 
developed and utilized over the 
years, the staff estimates that be¬ 
tween 35 and 36% of the accepted 
students will choose Bates over their 
other choices for their post-high 
school education. 
Using the formula, Admis¬ 
sions estimated that the college 
should accept approximately 900 
students. When 35 or 36% of these 
students—or approximately 313 stu¬ 
dents—decide to make Bates College 
their #1 choice of schools, then all is 
fine. 
But sometimes the unex¬ 
pected occurs. 
The problem began early- 
with Early Decision, to be exact. 
A record number of appli¬ 
cants—3847—was received this past 
year. 350 of those were received dur¬ 
ing Early Decision. 
Approximately one-third of 
each first-year entering class, ac¬ 
cording to Wylie Mitchell, Dean of 
Admissions, consists of Early Deci¬ 
sion candidates. 
The Admissions staff annu¬ 
ally tries to "admit something like 
one-third or one-fourth of a class in 
Early Decision if the quality of ap¬ 
plicants is good," Mitchell said. 
This past year, 150 of the 
350 applicants were accepted during 
the Early Decision process, which 
raises the percentage of accepted 
Early Decision candidates to about 
42.85%, 
This development left Ad¬ 
missions with about 32.39% of the 
total class accepted during Early 
Decision. 
That situation left 3497 ex¬ 
tra applications for the admissions 
staff to sort through. In order to meet 
their total target number of 463 en¬ 
tering students, the Admissions staff 
needed to fill 313 more slots. 
Voila. The number was 
overshot. 
Despite the exhaustive pro¬ 
cess, the Admissions office is ready¬ 
ing for next year. 
Associate Dean of Admis¬ 
sions Carmita McCoy looks forward 
to receiving more applications this 
coming fall. She says, with enthusi¬ 
asm, "We are on our way to recruit¬ 
ing the class of 2001." 
JMHUJMJNS*.; 
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Goals 2005: Many questions, few answers 
Retreat raises many issues pertaining to the future of Bates 
Continued from page 1. 
commenting that it doesn't say what 
in particular the college aspires to, 
and that as such, it is difficult to see 
what is distinctive about the docu¬ 
ment. Some saw this as a reluctance 
on the part of the faculty to design a 
curriculum as a whole. 
The various groups for the 
first collective session, a group led 
by Dean of Students F. Celeste 
Branham, mentioned as well the 
lack of a unifying goal within the 
document. 
Branham said that some 
participants had expressed a wish 
that perhaps "top-notch" should be 
the unifying goal. Concern was also 
expressed regarding the statement 
of diversity, which did not state spe¬ 
cifically what is meant by it. On a 
somewhat separate platform, a de¬ 
bate took place over the nature of the 
college as an institution. Some felt 
that Bates was a business, and that 
students are the consumers, and oth¬ 
ers disagreed with that assessment. 
Branham mentioned that 
Matt Bromley Graphic 
perhaps a more effective use of fac¬ 
ulty meetings would address the 
sense of directionlessness presently 
pervasive in some of the college's en¬ 
deavors. She also said that many 
wanted to see moral education em¬ 
phasized more, and thought there 
Some felt that Bates 
was a business, and 
that students are the 
consumers... others 
disagred with that 
assessment. 
was little agreement as to just what 
constituted "moral." 
Dean of the Faculty Martha 
Crunkleton's group mentioned the 
need to develop new forms of learn¬ 
ing, as well as better oral skills and 
articulation of knowledge. They 
were disappointed at the failure of 
the provisional 
report to ad¬ 
equately ad¬ 
dress financial 
concerns, an is¬ 
sue of some sig¬ 
nificance for 
most students. 
There was also 
concern over the 
number of 
classes that have 
become large, 
due to the over- 
enrollment 
numbers. The 
friendliness of 
Bates and its 
landscape were 
mentioned as 
highlights of the 
college. 
A third 
group raised the 
issues of the role 
of non-faculty 
staff in support 
of learning, stu- 
dent-faculty 
contact, standards versus egalitarian 
ideals, collaboration among faculty 
members, the disparities arising be¬ 
tween principles and practice, col¬ 
laboration versus grading; and sug¬ 
gested that perhaps the report, in its 
final version, should make a clearer 
statement of who we are and where 
we would like to go. 
Professor of philosophy 
David Kolb, representing a fourth 
group, mentioned that members of 
his group wondered what it is about 
Bates that makes it a community. 
Jeremy Root '97, a member 
of the same group, expressed a de¬ 
sire to see a stronger immersion of 
students in the history of the college, 
and a cessation to the undervaluing 
of administrative staff. 
Assistant professor of eco¬ 
nomics James Hughes, a member of 
another group, said expressed the 
desire to see scholarship taken as an 
institutional goal, rather than as a 
parochial goal of the faculty constitu¬ 
ency. 
In the second half of the 
day's sessions, Okrent again brought 
up the issue of curriculum. Several 
professors expressed staunch oppo¬ 
sition to the proposal, either because 
of its failures in the past, the burdens 
it would place upon departments, its 
unpopularity among students, or the 
difficulty that would arise in design¬ 
ing core courses 
that would be 
appropriate. 
The 
thesis require¬ 
ment was men¬ 
tioned as an im¬ 
portant oppor¬ 
tunity for stu¬ 
dents to attempt 
an extended in¬ 
tellectual project 
of their own de¬ 
sign. A sus¬ 
tained- discus¬ 
sion took place between members of 
the faculty as to just what the expec¬ 
tations of a professor were. Many 
professors questioned the primacy 
the report placed upon teaching. No 
resolution on that issue was reached. 
Other issues that came up 
during the course of the afternoon 
were recruitment, student responsi¬ 
bility, enrollment size, the adequacy 
of the dining facilities, the possibil¬ 
ity of a student center, the status of 
the science facilities and Alumni 
Gymnasium, the initiation of a new 
destination 
point for 
alumni re¬ 
turning to 
campus, the 
possibility 
of parents 
as a source 
of job op¬ 
portunities, 
increased 
recognition 
and atten¬ 
tion to- 
wards 
alumni, a 
need to stop 
playing 
down 
Lewiston- 
Auburn, a 
need for the 
report to in¬ 
clude in the 
trustee 
goals some¬ 
thing about 
interaction 
with people on campus, and the loss 
of personal contact between custodi¬ 
ans and students because of busy 
work schedules. 
Clearly, there is much work 
left for the com¬ 
mittee to do. The 
meeting ended 
with many is¬ 
sues more open- 
ended than they 
had originated, 
and many of 
those that had 
started open still 
unresolved. To¬ 
morrow, the 
committee will 
begin the t^sk of 
rewriting and re¬ 
designing the goals, in the hopes of 
putting forth some clear vision of the 
future. 
Among those who attended 
on Saturday, there was a general con¬ 
sensus as to the value of interdisci¬ 
plinary work, of community, of cre¬ 
ativity and innovation, of the need 
to keep the college at a small size, 
and of the need for Bates to be a place 
that is competitive, and not afraid to 
chase after the designation of "num¬ 
ber one" or "the best." 
Some liked the idea of the 
Sheela Madhani graphic 
college as a place without a clear phi¬ 
losophy of its own, but most seemed 
to favor the idea of attempting to 
develop one, or find one that is al¬ 
ready present. There was a general 
feeling that Bates is a very relaxed 
and friendly place, but people were 
uncertain that they wanted that to be 
the distinctive aspect of a Bates iden¬ 
tity. 
mentioned as an area that could be 
improved, as well as access to tech¬ 
nology. Incorporating values into the 
institution, while retaining the free¬ 
dom necessary to support open in¬ 
quiry, was a conflict that was not 
quite resolved. In general, people 
expressed high hopes for the future 
of Bates, and the president men¬ 
tioned proudly that this was not a 
response to a crisis, but a welcom¬ 
ing of what was ahead that moti¬ 
vated the surveying of what could 
one could day be regarded as a blue¬ 
print for the year 2005. 
And yet, at the moment, the 
future is as it ever was: uncertain, 
shifting, malleable. Life can be stub¬ 
born that way. 
The meeting ended 
with many issues 
more open-ended than 
they had originated, 
and many of those 
that had started open 
still unresolved. 
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While tough kids play, Time goes her way 
by Michelle Wong 
The beginning of the school year is like New Year's Eve. Both are annual events, causes for 
celebration, and, like it or not, often rung in with heavy alcohol consumption. And before both 
types of new years, I vow to change my life in some way. It wouldn't be a new year without 
resolutions. 
The advent of a new year forces me to be introspective, and to examine the year 
before from a retrospective, almost detached Viewpoint. It enables me to measure how 
much I have grown in size, mind, or spirit over a particular length of time. Or how 
much I've shrunk in these or other ways. 
Every September, I realize how old I am, and how much older everyone around 
me is getting. In the course of a year, some children become adults. Some adults 
become childlike. And time continues to move faster and faster for everyone. New 
years are full of possibilities, new goals and ideas about what I want to accom 
plish. They give me reasons to think realistically about what I can improve about 
myself and what I do. The age-old resolution also enables me to reinvent my¬ 
self, to think about what I could or might be. One of my resolutions is to stop 
worrying about running out of time. Resolutions like this can accommodate 
fresh starts or perpetuate vice. Or both. 
Here's a hypothetical example: At any time of the year, probably after some 
mistake or mishap, one might say that she'll quit smoking, drink less, or study 
more. This is the first step of a clean start. The first step can be postponed by 
vice, or promising to give up bad habits... after the new year. Following through 
with the resolution, after the new year, both accommodates fresh starts and 
perpetuates vice. It's will power pinning down vice when the time comes, or 
when the time seems right. 
Now is the right time. Why? Because each new year invites drama, excite¬ 
ment, romance and the unknown. Its invitation permits me to romanticize the past 
as it becomes farther from the present. Inevitably, nostalgia and memory distort the 
experiences of last year. Even the most hellish ones. Time transforms last year's mis¬ 
takes into great learning experiences. Sure, they're still mistakes, but what was once a 
traumatic episode might make me shake with laughter today. What a difference a year 
makes. In some instances, anyway. 
College keeps me suspended between childhood and adulthood. I have learned a lot, 
and how I perceive the world has changed during the past two years. But one thing remains the 
same from year to year I have been taken care of at school. Rarely do I cook my own meals or take 
out the trash when I'm on campus. Nor do I have to clean the bathroom or kitchen, or even vacuum 
my own room. I have claimed my independence, but am dependent on a safety net. It is fashioned from 
a fabric made up of my parents, friends and Bates College—resilient threads. They support me, hold on to me 
and won't let go. They also won't let me fall if I lose my balance. I'm the first to admit it: Being a student is a balancing act. 
When I am at Bates, I markup calendars into blocks of hours, days, months and years. I structure my days by things to complete: assignments, appointments and school terms. Throw m 
a birthday, anniversary or unexpected crisis, and that's a shell of my life at school. Whatever year it is, the to-do list is never blank. For me, this school year is not going to be like any of the 
others. I resolve to loosen the grip the hands of time have on me, so that they do not strangle me as I continue to try to live up to one of last year's resolutions, to use time more wisely. Also, at 
the very least and very most I resolve to be happy. The academic year is full of promises of the expected and unexpected, resolutions that I will make and break. But I'm content with the 
opportunities I have right now- After a new beginning, whatever happens, happens. 
There's solace in the fact that there's always next year to do things better, or differently___ 
Cat's Eyes: at a glance...horoscope 
Virgo (August 23rd-September 22nd): Easing into class schedule for you feels like pulling on a tight pair of too-dark Levi’s, so take the 
time to enjoy the campus while there are still leaves on the trees. Because this is your time of heightened lunar awareness, take heed 
and don't turn down any seemingly vague opportunities on thel8. Avoid the small room in Commons. 
Libra (September 23rd-October 22nd): Be careful, sometimes warm conversation is misunderstood to mean other things. Use quiet 
time to reassess what impact you've had on your surroundings; don't be afraid to assert your views.. 
Scorpio (October 23rd-November 21st): The scattered start of the semester has given way to a sense of productivity and clarity. Don't be 
so hard on yourself. Be careful up the steps of Hathorn if you're late. 
Sagittarius (November 22nd-December 21st): This time around opt for a more mellow setting for weekend banter and festivity; skip 
the Page Party and get a six pack with old friends. 
Capricorn (December 22nd-January 19th): Now it is time to get to work. You've exhausted a reasonable amount of relaxation time. As 
David Mamet once said, "action talks, bullshit walks." 
Aquarius (January20th-February 18th): Get your head out of the clouds. You've neglected a loved-one close to you whose feelings are 
hurt. Also, don't get resentful over red tape. 
Pisces (February 19th-March 20th): Get focused! Stop spreading yourself so thin and drop your peripheral distractions. 
Aries (March 21st-April 19th): Give your right brain a rest; your left brain is aching for some exercise. Be wary of edible gifts. 
Taurus (April 20th-May 20th): Put yourself in someone else's shoes. When you ask a question, listen for the answer. 
Gemini (May 21st-June 20th): Don't think to far into the future; one day at a time. Feel comfortable accepting a compliment. 
Cancer (June 21st-July 22nd): Don't stress too much about your workload. Pace yourself: you've been through this before. 
Leo (July 23rd-August 22nd): Stop faking it! Your friends like you for who you are; don't let on-campus off- campus 
miscommunication come between yourself and schduling time with an old friend. 
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The warm (and fluffy)drama of Cotton Candy 
by Jeremy Breningstall and Alan Wright 
Every once in a while, a drama unfolds that warms 
the heart, stretches the human imagination, and raises 
the spirit to a moment of transcendence in which the 
true full potential of mankind is realized. Such is the 
terminology that movies are made of, that songs are 
written about, that lives are lived for, and most impor¬ 
tantly, that bird houses are constructed for. Little did 
we know that such a drama would come to our own 
little haven of Lewiston-Auburn, mecca of the 
Androscoggin, crosstown of a highway and a river, 
spice of the Eastern seaboard. It did, though, and as 
with all magical tales of adventure, it brings with it's 
own little touch of sweet melodic blueberry flavor, with 
just a touch of vanilla. 
Some believe that in 
order for an adventure to 
take place, there must first 
be an old man to appear 
in a long blue coat with a 
pointed hat. This is not 
true. Some adventures 
begin with far less. Some 
even begin with nothing 
at all. But nothing begins 
without first beginning. 
For many years, and 
many months, and many 
decades, Lewiston-Au¬ 
burn, or L.A. as it is affec¬ 
tionately dubbed by local 
residents, was a mere mill 
town, full of industrious 
but upright laborers, seek¬ 
ing to gain a living, to pro¬ 
vide for their families, but at the same time, while reap¬ 
ing the bountiful harvest of mother nature, to jump for 
joy, to leap for laughter, to bounce like a line of timber 
rolling down a hill and into a meadow which is down 
the block from an old firehouse where the firepeople 
still go down the poles, and not any of those new¬ 
fangled elevators or anything like that. 
But we digress. 
And then we turn around. Wow. It could have haD- 
pe/ red anywhere, but out in the woods of the Appala¬ 
chians is where it all began. This is not meant to mis¬ 
lead, for the forest is often easy to miss when concen¬ 
trating on the trees. And when driving down the road 
one often finds himself distracted by the billboards ... 
well, at least in Massachusetts. Did you ever see that 
billboard that says, "Quality is Job #1?" This is perhaps 
somewhat redundant, for the pursuit of quality is in it¬ 
self a pursuit of greatness. And this is the subject at hand. 
So don't ever say we've never held a job. 
But anyway, we suppose you'll want to hear about 
our families, and where we were born, and how we came 
to be 
this 
way, 
and 
a 1 1 
that 
stuff. 
B u t 
w e 
don't 
really 
feel 
like 
talk- 
i n g 
about 
that. 
Child¬ 
hood 
is the 
most 
delicate of states, ready to vanish in an instant like a 
mouthful of the purple stuff, that pops in your mouth, 
and spins around, and sinks down, and we all know 
that the federal government already has way too much 
power, so why don't we just concentrate on what's in 
our hands and not what's in our mouth. 
Perhaps what's so special about childhood is that it 
You gotta pay the piper. 
Jeremy Breningstall photo 
Gimme, gimme. I don’t 
know. It looks good_ 
never really leaves, kind of like 
something or other that doesn't 
leave, but' can be brought back by 
something that was once there too. 
Cotton Candy is a little like that, and 
we cotton to Cotton Candy. But we 
really didn't want to tell you about 
it. We wanted you to taste it. And 
that is why we are going to tell you 
the most wonderful story we have 
ever heard, one with triumph, dig¬ 
nity, and pride, and the wonderful 
a t - 
mo- 
qhae 
o f 
good 
old 
Arm 
can 
apt* 
pie, you know, the kind that comes 
with thirteen teaspoons of sugar, 
and none of that saccharin stuff that 
gives you cancer, at least if you're 
an unhygienic lab rat with a genetic 
predisposition for tossed cellular 
structural disorders; or that corn 
syrup stuff, that makes you wonder 
how come the corn you buy never 
tastes that sweet; or the diet kind, 
that comes with too much fizz, and 
bubbles over all the flavor of the 
Alan Wright photo 
apples. 
By the looks of things, Johnny 
Appleseed spent quite a winter in 
these parts if we are to judge by the 
most objective of criteria. 
Eventually, of course, he left, leav¬ 
ing in his wake thousands of apple 
trees. Each tree might seem the 
same which brings us back to this 
whole forest thing. Sometimes the 
trees 
can 
get 
lost 
whn 
ffed 
be¬ 
side 
their 
brethren. But some trees refuse to 
lose themselves in the forest, stead¬ 
fast these trees have an oaken re¬ 
solve to stand taller than the rest of 
the foliage. In doing so, they are not 
merely following a natural growth 
pattern, but are putting forth a per¬ 
sonal determination to stand out, to 
be an individual, to be a tree amidst 
the increasingly corporatized com¬ 
mercialized structure of the local 
Roland kindly reminded ns,"Just 
like the carnival, sweet and fluffy, 
really melts in your mouth." 
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Mighty Wal-Mart and Manifest Destiny 
wood lines. 
In the mill town of Lewiston- 
Auburn, there came a day when the 
day to day pattern was interrupted, 
and rapture sprung throughout the 
land, for Wal-Mart, yes the mighty 
Wal-Mart, was coming to town. 
While other stores merely displayed 
their items, Wal-Mart did so with 
those good 
wholesome 
American family 
values that are 
really the only 
solution to the 
mass break¬ 
down crime- 
happy crack-rid¬ 
den coaster ride 
that most other 
stores stand for. 
Someone had to 
make a stand, 
become the bas¬ 
tion of the 
kinder gentler 
face of corporate 
capitalism the 
greater L. A. 
metroplex 
needed to clean 
the streets. We 
aren't talking 
about the kind of 
on the job ablu¬ 
tions that your 
dentist has been 
known to par¬ 
ticipate in; we 
mean the kind of 
on the fly reac¬ 
tion to the new 
retail reality cre¬ 
ated by the re¬ 
ally resourceful 
Russians. 
When L.A. 
began, it was on 
a river. But as 
the days would 
grow, it would 
come to grow, 
and pretty soon 
it would find itself upon a hill. For 
while one may think that in a world 
where each town has its Wal-Mart, 
no town can be distinctive, one does 
not realize the capacity of Wal-Marts 
to individualize, to diverge, to stick 
little beacons upon their heads like 
beanies whose propellers carry one 
to the great heaven of the great skies 
up above. 
As the days went by, and the 
citizenry became complacent, and 
the old days of the town meeting, 
and the friendly militia outings 
where the local old white men 
would gather 'round in flannels to 
take out their muskets and shoot at 
squirrels but hit local lightposts be¬ 
gan to fade, and as the distance be¬ 
tween neighbors grew greater and 
greater, in part because of the Syr- 
ian-African drift which is causing 
the world to expand even as ever- 
increasing technology seeks to make 
it smaller. The end result of this is 
that California moves ever closer to 
the Commies, and that we here in 
what we like to think of as the one 
true, real, and legitimate L.A. area 
move way far away from the rest of 
the nation and that is just fine with 
us. 
All that really matters are those 
ramifications which directly affect 
Louisiana and those which affect us. 
That is what this is really all about. 
Sometimes the numbers can over¬ 
sprawling their way across the na¬ 
tion like a culture of streptococcus 
in a can of worms, ours is in the run¬ 
ning for #1. The only #1 that counts. 
We're talking sales. Cotton Candy 
sales. 
"We've been in the top 10 ever 
since we got the machine," beamed 
Ellen Trundy, manager of the food 
service pavilion 
at your local wa¬ 
tering hole. In a 
business that 
can demand as 
many as 1750 
bags a week this 
is no place for 
the faint of 
heart. "One 
lady came in 
and wanted sev¬ 
enteen bags by 
noontime. Her 
kid was having 
a birthday or 
something . . . 
we can't seem to 
get enough of it 
made to keep 
the racks full." 
Her eyes 
narrowing be¬ 
hind the eye- 
> glasses, behind 
the counter, she 
related the true 
nature of the 
competition: 
"There were 
several times we 
could have been 
number one but 
there just 
weren't enough 
out there. If we 
would have 
known we, 
would have 
bought them 
ourselves. We 
always want to 
Self-explanatory. Jeremy Breningstall photo 
whelm you and you really must 
simplify things to make them seem 
more simple and not like one of 
those confusing problems with the 
train that starts in Louisiana and 
We were almost 
there. We reached, 
we grasped, we 
• pulled. 
meets the train from Lewiston 
somewhere in Kansas City. It is the 
numbers that are really scary, you 
know if the dead people had just 
been able to buy the cotton candy 
we would have finished first carried 
the state and defeated Daley. 
Yes, out of the 2500 Wal-Marts 
Not just a promise but a way of life. 
Jeremy Breningstall Photo 
be #1." 
Ellen is a 
sweet, grandmoth¬ 
erly lady, only 
younger. She al¬ 
most reminds you, 
with her initiative 
and her dedication, 
of the days when 
one could actually 
still find a small 
shop in the land. 
Her hands are 
the hands of a 
skilled musician, 
and in a way,, mu¬ 
sic is what she 
makes, only it is 
music of the mouth. 
She takes the sugar, 
the flavoring, the 
heat, the spins, and 
like someone whose had a lot of 
Margaritas in Florida/she produces 
something one would not have ex¬ 
pected to see, to taste, to touch, to 
feel in your mouth, reminding 
you of the first time you tasted 
it. Roland kindly reminded us, 
"Just like the carnival . . . sweet 
and fluffy. Really melts in your 
mouth." He was quick to add, 
however, "feels like cotton" to 
make sure we were in fact talk¬ 
ing about the same 
stuff. 
Yep, this stuff 
can really take you 
back to the sweet in¬ 
nocence of youth. In 
fact, Roland looks ten 
years younger al¬ 
ready. 
"I stole some last 
night," says co¬ 
worker Carol with a 
whisper. And then 
later that night, a 
newly' rejuvenated 
woman was ID'ed 
at the Goose for the _ 
first time in over fif¬ 
teen years. "It's the 
exact same as you get at the cir¬ 
cus ... It isn't some of that pre¬ 
packaged stuff that has the two 
week expiration date on it" 
"If you 
want it 
on a stick 
we can 
put it on 
a stick." 
Thoughtful examination. 
Ellen was quick to mention. She 
added, "If you want it on a stick 
we can put it on a stick." 
Pretty soon, word of this new 
wonder drug was hitting the Bates 
campus. "It's like injecting sugar 
straight into your mouth — and 
having it explode," said Jen Van 
Gelder '97, eyes alight and alert. 
Others were moved before they 
even put it in their mouth. "The 
purple is neat! I've 
never seen the purple 
before. I've seen pink 
and blue, but never 
purple! — It's not as 
crunchy. I like that," 
said Cindy Kilbourne 
'00. 
Pretty soon, there 
wasn't a place you could 
go without seeing the 
stuff. With all this hype, 
there was little else to do 
but try some ourselves. 
So we headed down to 
the Wal-Mart, at 
eight A.M., as we 
- knew that the lines 
were long. After 
four hours in the rain, we had ad¬ 
vanced through the doors by dis¬ 
guising ourselves as carts. We were 
almost there. We reached, we 
grasped, we 
pulled. 
We went 
down to the 
counter. 
We began the 
examination. 
Frustrated by 
our inability 
to select a fla¬ 
vor we re¬ 
joiced in the 
variety pack 
available for 
the same bar¬ 
gain price of 
$1.06. 
And then a 
tall man with 
a silver star 
on his Wal- 
Mart lapel 
came over. 
"Hey, boys. 
What ye thinking 
you doing in here being with them 
cameras?" 
"Uh . . . Using up the end of a 
roll of film?" 
Alan Wright photo 
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It's the machine that makes it happen. 
Photo by Jeremy Breningstall 
Write for 
features, it's 
almost that 
simple. 
"It's not as like sticky sticky sweet"-Robert Williams '00, 
Jeremy Breningstall photo. 
Williams takes a handful. 
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Goals 2005 inspires excitement, frustration 
by Jeremy Root 
I am concerned about the future of 
Bates College. As a student, 1 have been 
generally pleased with the education 
Bates offers. However, I recognize 
many areas in which the school should 
improve. As a person who cares a great 
deal for civil and human rights, I 
acknowledge the failings that Bates can 
reinforce in those who yearn for social 
change. As a senior about to enter the 
wider job market, 
I admit to a selfish 
desire for the 
Bates degree to 
expand in prestige 
as the years 
continue to pass. 
As a future 
alumnus of this 
institution, I want 
to ensure that the 
institution I have 
experienced 
passes on its 
legacy to the 
generations which 
are to come. It was in all of these 
varying capacities that 1 attended the 
Goals 2005 retreat last Saturday. 
President Harward organized the 
Goals 2005 committee in the fall of last 
year. It is a group of concerned 
individuals that slices across all sectors 
of the Bates bubble, drawing from 
students, faculty, staff, administrators, 
alumni, and trustees. The committee’s 
overall goal is to formulate a concrete, 
coherent vision for the college in its 
150th year (2005). After a year’s toil, 
the committee produced a preliminary 
document outlining the goals. The 
overarching goal is for Bates College 
to be “setting the standards for 
excellence” in undergraduate liberal arts 
education, a lofty goal to be sure. 
Saturday’s group at the retreat was 
commissioned to critique this early 
draft. 
As I perused the goals in the few 
days preceding the conference, a few 
areas of their report left me feeling 
troubled. The first of these trouble spots 
was in the pages marked “Learning 
Goals.” The passage declared a need for 
students to recognize a mpral quality in 
education, leading them inherently 
towards service.. This is a,vital element 
in education, and an area that Bates is 
terribly lacking. 
■ Student Service 
When this subject arose in our 
morning session, I gave voice to my 
concerns. It greatly pleased me when 
another student in my discussion group, 
a student who matriculated two years 
after I, overruled my objection. In his 
experience, Bates has been fostering a 
commitment to service. As the 
conversation continued, we were all 
able to point to things at Bates, many 
of which have developed since my first 
year on campus, that are putting this 
principle into practice. The center for 
service learning, the development of a 
credible teacher training program, and 
the leadership academy are some 
examples of these programs. While I 
still feel that Bates has some long 
strides to make in this area, hearing 
from a younger student taught me that 
perhaps we are pointed in the right 
direction. 
■ Campus Culture 
Another 
field of our 
discussion in the 
morning, atopic 
which arose 
without the 
guidance of the 
report, was the 
need for a 
recognizable 
Bates culture, 
those things 
which are 
‘conspicuously 
Bates.’ It is 
imperative that 
those items which make Bates distinct 
extend beyond the bacchic nature of 
the weekend nights. Bates can and 
should be a festive place, but the 
recognizable culture must transcend 
the social sphere. It is great that Bates 
students are a friendly, fun-loving 
bunch, but upon graduation, all that 
seems to last for the majority of the 
students are memories of studying and 
drinking. These memories are grand 
and I know that I will cherish them, 
but they are both in regards to 
individual 
actions, not 
institutional 
pride. This is a 
plausible 
explanation of 
Bates’ relatively 
low percentage of 
alumni support. 
The 
importance of 
rituals in forming 
cultural identities 
cannot be 
overestimated. In 
the last five to ten 
years, Bates has 
initiated some 
annual events 
which likely will 
endear its student body to the college. 
We pointed to the President^ Gala, the 
annual Lobster Bake, and the 
increasing significance of the 
Founder’s Day Convocation (an 
occasion that has brought Nobel 
Laureate Elie Wiesel and 
internationally acknowledged cello 
maestro Mstislav Rostropovich in the 
last two years) as things which will bind 
us all to Bates in a broader sense, but 
there is room for so much more. 
Without a diligent effort, I learned that 
Chase Hall and Chase House are both 
named after George Colby Chase, the 
second President of this institution 
(1894-1920). When students 
matriculate, they inherit the legacy of 
President Chase, as well as every other 
individual person who has come before 
them. The school should make new 
student orientation a process where new 
students actually do get oriented to the 
institution, not merely a time to make 
friends and get slightly settled before 
classes begin. It 
need not be a 
terribly formal 
exercise, but 
orientation 
should not be 
simply a lark 
either. Everyone 
who touches 
Bates has the 
power to change 
it and, on some 
level, each 
inevitably does. 
For the students 
to be so terribly 
ignorant of those 
who made this 
institution what it 
is (I am very 
much included) is shameful. 
■ The importance of staff, innovation 
Without a sense of belonging to 
this place, the beauty of our 
surroundings is often forgotten. When 
that is overlooked, so are the people that 
work long hard hours to keep the 
campus looking immaculate. We 
discussed potential ways to integrate the 
non-faculty employees into the 
educative process, a step that is vital to 
the enhancement of an individual ethic 
of responsibility at Bates. The staff at 
Bates is, in large part, tremendously 
devoted to the college. As I enter my 
fourth year at Bates, rare has been the 
day that I see that devotion reciprocated 
from the student body. The staff, 
particularly the maintenance employees 
that work in the student residences, 
appear to me to work in a state of 
constant frustration and sublime fear for 
the security of their positions. Students 
undervalue the importance of the work 
that is done, and the staff have long been 
discouraged to have 
extensive interaction 
with the students. 
The incongmities of 
maintenance policies 
have been noted in 
this newspaper as 
recently as last week, 
so I do not feel the 
need to explicate this 
position. Talking 
with staff members 
at the conference, I 
got a general sense 
that they do enjoy 
their work, but 
resentment is a fairly 
common mental 
state. If the college is going to set the 
standards for excellence, programs 
must be implemented to insure that staff 
are actually involved and appreciated 
in the process. 
Finally, the Goals 2005 report 
speaks of the importance of innovation 
by faculty members, the significance of 
risk-taking in the formulation of courses 
and curricula, and the value that the 
institution is placing on these issues 
now, and in the future. When I read this 
I was appalled. How can a school who 
refuses tenure to one of its most 
innovative professors claim to value that 
innovation? In both the morning and 
afternoon discussion sessions, I voiced 
my discomfort with the current position 
of the college. I acknowledge that these 
are goals for 
2005, but I 
feel that right 
now, the 
college is not 
heading in this 
direction. A 
high level of 
cognitive 
dissonance 
exists 
between this 
principle in 
the document 
and the 
practices to 
which I have 
been an active 
witness. 
While I 
have been 
frustrated 
with Bates at 
times, the very 
existence of 
events such as 
this retreat 
encourage 
me. To see the 
Dean of the Faculty nodding in 
affirmation of the value of doing 
research for new interdisciplinary 
programs is heartening. Furthermore, 
to hear maintenance and dining team 
leaders speak about the exciting growth 
of their programs, the development of 
the team concept, 
and other positive 
aspects of 
working at Bates 
is reassuring. To 
know that 
President 
Harward values 
all levels of input 
on such a critical 
document is 
empowering to 
students, faculty, 
and staff. 
Although this 
week Bates 
tangibly slipped 
in the toverly 
important U.S. News and World Report 
ranking, the college also took steps to 
insure that the value of a Bates College 
degree will grow continually in the 
future. By 2005, the college may not 
yet be “setting the standards for 
excellence,” but if this process continues 
as planned, it should be offering a 
consistently improving education to its 
future students in 2005 and beyond. 
As I perused the goals 
in the few days 
preceding the 
conference, a few 
areas of their report 
left me feeling 
troubled. 
If the college is going 
to set the standards 
for excellence, 
programs must be 
implemented to 
ensure that staff are 
actually involved and 
appreciated in the 
process. 
A high level of 
cognitive dissonance 
exists between [the] 
principle in [this] 
document and the 
practices to which I 
have been an active 
witness. 
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Staff Editorial 
As an institution, Bates is an interesting place. Both 
isolated from the rest of world and integrated with it on 
an everyday basis, we are a community of sorts, a 
business of sorts, a harbor of sorts. We often are 
uncertain of our identity. Sometimes we run towards it, 
sometimes we run away from it. Sometimes we are 
uncertain of where we are. Sometimes we are just 
uncertain as to where we are going. Sometimes we are 
just uncertain about it all. 
This week’s editorial is not going to seek to answer 
any of those dilemmas. We have come into a new year, 
and with the new year has come the inevitable 
challenges, the inevitable frustrations, the inevitable 
hopes, the inevitable disappointments. 
And the new year also brought something that did 
not seem inevitable. Chris Caplice, a resident of 
Duxbury, Massachusetts and a member of the class of 
1997, passed away on June 1, 1996. 
His death, as with any, particularly of one so young, 
is difficult to write about, is difficult to speak about. 
Death, and tragedy, wherever it occurs, inevitably brings 
us face to face with our own very human qualities. It 
scares us, it perplexes us, and yet we find we don’t know 
what to say. 
There are times, though, when despite the 
difficulties of a subject, a word must be said upon it. In 
a way, we suppose, the way we react to death (the anxiety 
it causes in us, the grief in some, the denial in others) 
reflects in its own way something about our status as 
human beings. 
We wish to express our sincere condolences to 
Chris Caplice’s family, to his friends, and to all who 
knew him. 
We also wish to ask some questions about the 
college we are attending, for we are wondering. Who 
are we? And where are we going? These are questions, 
and not answers. But sometimes, even amidst the 
uncertainty that is the human life, one must somehow 
speak aloud. 
Let us think of the place we are in, and the identity 
it holds. Are we a community? A harbor? A business? 
How is it that we as an institution would react to the 
death of one of our colleagues? 
If someone among our number were to pass away 
suddenly, would notification be passed on to others? 
Or would the disappearance go silent, unnoticed? 
Would we notify his friends? Would we notify his 
roommate? Or would we hesitate, and wait, perhaps 
thinking of the right words to say, perhaps not wanting 
to say anything at all? 
And in the silence, would the question go unasked: 
Are we a harbor, in which people Come and go, in 
which people spend time and tuition dollars, but never 
a part of themselves? Or are we more than that? 
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Letters to the Editor must be received by 4:00 p.m. 
on the Sunday before publication. All letters must 
be signed, though in special circumstances the 
newspaper may be willing to withhold names upon 
request. Letters may be delivered in person to 
Room 224, Chase Hall, and should be either laser- 
printed and single-spaced or saved on a 3.5” com¬ 
puter disk in Macintosh WordPerfect format; or sent 
via e-mail to awright@abacus.bates.edu. The 
Bates Student reserves the right not to print letters 
and to edit letters for length and clarity. 
Postal correspondence can be addressed 
to: The Bates Student, 309 Bates College, Lewiston, 
ME 04240, or telephone (207) 795-7494. Subscrip¬ 
tion rates are $20 for two semesters or $12 for one 
semester. Checks should be made payable to The 
Bates Student. 
The comic section 
is currently 
undergoing 
spring cleaning 
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Redefining Environmentalism 
There is more lo environmentalism I han membership) to the local Save the Earth and Everything Cute Organization 
by Sarah Standiford 
What does being an 
environmentalist mean? It can entail 
purchasing “natural” 
products, subscribing to 
“environmental” 
organizations and magazines, 
and, of course, recycling. 
Being an environmentalist can 
mean considering issues of 
sustainability and toxicity 
when purchasing or using a 
product. It can be a mindset 
that does not separate the self 
from the community and 
environment. It can be a way 
of life. 
For me, being a self- 
described environmentalist is 
an uneasy situation. Being 
wealthy and white I have the 
luxury to decide whether to 
give money to organizations 
that I support, buy products 
along the “natural” line, or 
spend my free time attending 
meetings and hearings. This 
kind of environmentalism is 
directly related to how much 
time, energy and money I 
have. And, given where I 
come from, I have quite a bit 
of it. 
But there is more to 
environmentalism than 
membership to the local Save 
the Earth and Everything Cute 
Organization, 'it also 
incorporating perspectives of 
environmental responsibility into my 
life, and of striving to see the 
intersections between environmental 
degradation, racial injustice, and class, 
gender and sex oppression. It is not an 
easy balance, but it is a mind set that 
begins with seeing 
myself as part of 
something, and 
interrelated 
network or web of 
relationships to 
which I give and 
from which I take. 
I do not 
present this 
supposed news 
item as an 
indication of 
where all 
environmentalists 
should be right 
now. Instead I 
wish to 
demonstrate the 
connection 
between 
environmental 
and social justice, 
and to suggest 
some ways in 
which to make 
sustainability 
decisions part of 
life. 
There’s 
quite a market 
aimed towards 
environmentalists 
nowadays (white, 
middle class environmentalists that is). 
Check out Patagonia in Freeport for the 
latest selection of high tech recycled 
plastic bottle pile jackets, gear, and the 
like. If being an environmentalist 
involves considering the impact of the 
actions you take on the world around 
you, then maybe it entails buying a wool 
jacket at Salvation Army instead of a 
recycled one at Patagonia, or making 
do with a hand-me-down instead. Of 
course, people who can not afford to 
shop at Patagonia would be doing that 
anyway. Does this mean that we have 
to expand our definition of 
environmentalist? 
There are environmentalists who 
do not lit the definition— a definition 
that is limited to a middle class, liberal, 
American mind set, and instead make 
sustainable choices as a matter of 
survival. Purchasing less, recycling, and 
barter are often strategies for survival 
in poor and powerless communities. 
Self-described environmentalists 
should look beyond the product line, 
towards other communities, to find 
what is sustainable. 
Sustainable life choices (where to 
live, what to buy, where to devote 
energy) might mean working towards 
coalition building with others who may 
or may not call themselves 
environmentalists, and seeing the 
connections between them. For me, it 
means generally buying less stuff, and 
making the purchases that I do make 
meaningful to sustaining my 
community and to myself. It means 
digging paper for notebooks out of the 
recycling bin in the mail room and 
buying unbleached legal pads (look hard 
for them-they are a quarter each in the 
bookstore), making shopping within 
walking distance a habit and trading 
books, furniture, and other goods as a 
matter of course. It means being an 
active member of a local grassroots 
organization instead of a dollar 
subscriber to a national one. 
This, for me, is where 
environmentalism begins. For many, it 
originates elsewhere, closer to home. 
Defining and redefining 
environmentalism means looking for 
the relationships. Do you have anything 
to contribute to the definition? 
If being an 
environmentalist 
involves 
considering 
the impact of 
the actions 
you take on 
the world 
around you . . 
. maybe it 
entails buying 
a wool jacket 
at Salvation 
Army instead 
of a recycled 
one at 
Patagonia. 
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Three goals to make Bates a better place 
by Jeremy Breningstall 
In the introduction to the Goals 
2005 provisional report, the summary 
of major goals begins with a statement 
of common vision. The vision (in its 
tentative version) states the following: 
“Bates will, through its people, learning 
environment, distinctive programs, 
qualities, culture and achievements, 
express what constitutes the very best 
in a residential, liberal arts and sciences 
college.” This is a pretty lofty goal, and 
one that should not go without careful 
oversight. 
It has within it a number of 
favorable qualities. Principal among 
these is the desire to continue striving 
until one succeeds throughout the 
multiplicity of arenas that constitute an 
academic community. 
When one looks closely 
at the philosophy 
outlined, though, one 
realizes, that without 
careful direction a 
guiding statement such 
as that one can easily 
begin to hover in the 
direction of 
meaninglessness (just 
what is represented by 
the best? Can one truly 
be the best at all there 
is? And are we really 
going to be the best that 
there is?). 
Part of the 
difficulties of the document have to do 
with the inevitable redundancies and 
inconsistencies that come with 
amassing a significant amount of 
information. Part have to do with the 
way it begins to sound like Calvin and 
Hobbes drawing up their wish list for 
Santa (“Individual responsibility, 
ethical sensibilities, and recognition of 
civic or community duties will be 
reinforced by liberal learning and the 
Bates culture”, “There will be a 
commitment to creating time and space 
for reflection and community, since 
learning, achievement and effort will 
not be equated with volume of outputs”, 
“The vast majority of students who are 
admitted will succeed at Bates”, “The 
Bates student culture of egalitarianism 
will be better understood, and its 
expression of faculty and student 
interaction contextualized” (?), “Bates 
will achieve recognition for setting 
those standards ...” (recognition from 
who? And why?) — the annoyingly 
consistent way in which the document 
repeatedly uses the word will, as if 
insistence alone were capable of 
producing results). 
■ A vague vision of 2005 
The primary difficulty of the 
document, though, is its inability to find 
indirection. While in terms of breadth 
it is excellent, and quite a number of 
the ideas within are excellent, it fails 
to establish in any clear-cut vision of 
what we might like for a future. In part 
this difficulty may arise from the tone 
set. “Will” presumes that something 
is certain, and that one does not have 
to put forth the effort necessary to 
produce something that one may 
desire, but does not yet have. “Will” 
presumes that things can happen in 
isolation, without being part of an 
organization coherence. “Will” is a 
misnomer. 
The disadvantage of the text, 
then, is that it is so abstract and 
unconcrete as to morass into vapidity. 
At the same time, it does have a 
distinct advantage within it that should 
not be forgotten. Within all the 
vagueness lies some of the 
groundwork with which to illuminate 
reasons to suggest that philosophical 
dimensions are sometimes needed to 
supersede the rime of the status quo. 
What we would like to be, ideally, 
without regard to our present reality, 
is a useful tool in reconceivirig the way 
we typically view that reality. In the 
document, this takes the form of many 
of the more idealistic 
presumptions that 
perhaps we should be 
thinking about, even 
though we often do 
not. So though the 
document obviously 
needs to be 
reformulated, it 
would be somewhat 
of a shame if a loss 
of holistic 
perspective were to 
infiltrate that 
reformulation. Help 
could come if the 
goals were made 
more clear, concise, 
and precise, and were endowed not 
only with the vision, but with a clue 
as to what the means might be to attain 
that vision, and how the guidance of 
that vision might enable better 
judgments and courses of action. 
■ Three ways to Better Bates 
The following is a list (apart from 
any documentation) of goals that we 
might want to think about for Bates 
in the coming years. On such short 
notice, I did 
The 
disadvantage 
of the text, 
then, is that it 
is so abstract 
and unconcrete 
as to morass 
into vapidity. 
not have the 
time to come 
up with 2005 
goals, or any 
such number, 
so three will 
have to 
suffice. 
1) Bates 
graduates 
should be 
capable of 
expressing 
themselves 
with a 
common 
language, _ 
one that is 
unique to 
Bates, but nevertheless sufficiently 
permeable not to infringe upon the 
development of individual identity. 
This language should contain within 
it the following elements: an ability 
to think critically, an ability to convey 
one’s ideas and understand those put 
forth by others, a developed appreciation 
of learning and a sense that learning 
takes place in a community. 
Exercises to aid in the pursuit of this goal 
might be: 
a) To develop a core curriculum, 
consisting primarily of a single two- 
semester course, to be taken in the first 
year of study. This course will not be 
an attempt to educate students per se (for 
all real education is not provided by a 
course, but by self-teaching), but to give 
them tools necessary to becoming 
capable of achieving an educated frame 
of mind, both through their further 
studies, but more importantly, through 
their approach towards life. This should 
not be a course on what to think, but on 
how to think. It should be 
fundamentally interdisciplinary in 
nature, fostering a sense not only of the 
interconnections between us all, but also 
of the context within which any 
specified study takes place. 
(On a more personal note:) As a 
senior at Bates with 35 credits and most 
distribution requirements fulfilled, I 
have had some opportunity to view the 
way that education at the college 
develops, and what is eventuated. I have 
found the process here to be confusing. 
While I have taken courses in a wide 
array of departments, I would hesitate 
to say that I have attained through those 
studies any invigorated comprehension 
for the wealth of knowledge as a unit 
(as opposed to cells of sporadic 
infusions of information). 
While the current distribution 
requirements may seem sound in theory, 
in practice they are mildly abhorrent. In 
the sciences, one takes courses whose 
primary purpose at times seems to be to 
discourage people from taking further 
courses in the sciences. The courses are 
compartmentalized (specialized to the 
extent of being interesting only to one 
who already understands the discipline’s 
context, an phenomenon not seemingly 
likely when no stage has been set to 
develop that context), and information- 
oriented, as 
opposed to 
analytically 
oriented, 
decreasing the 
probability that 
one will leave 
the three 
courses 
required with 
any added skill 
in the subject 
matter, much 
less with any 
added interest. 
The humanities 
and social 
sciences 
requirements, 
while less 
burdensome, 
are little more productive. They fail to 
ensure that students will be capable of 
understanding how to think critically, or 
of understanding the course of history, 
a necessary prerequisite for recognizing 
one’s role in the world. They also do 
not ensure that Bates students will be 
The following is a list 
(apart from any 
documentation) of goals 
that we might want to 
think about... On such 
short notice, I did not 
have the time to come up 
with 2005 goals, or any 
such number, so three 
will have to suffice. 
capable of even minimal writing ability. 
Knowledge can only become socially 
utilitarian when it is communicable and 
transferable. Overspecialized spheres 
are more likely to clash than coincide. 
The way that the system is 
structured currently, upon graduating, 
and having passed through these 
requirements, what expectations can 
one have of a Bates student? Nothing. 
It is questionable whether courses 
capable of organizing this mass of 
While the current 
distribution 
requirements may 
seem sound in theory, 
in practice, they are 
mildly abhorrent.i 
information are even taught at Bates — 
and they certainly are not required. 
This course that I am suggesting 
would have two goals. Coincidentally 
(or perhaps not), they are the two 
paramount goals of education (no, they 
are not to beat Colby in the rankings, 
nor are they to satisfy the particular 
tastes or agenda of increasingly nitpicky 
graduate schools, nor are they to cater 
towards some element of the job market, 
nor are they to impress high school 
applicants, nor are they to learn 
everything there is to know about a 
major, nor are they any of the silly 
aggrandizements that are today 
mistaken for an education). 
They are: to make excited about 
learning; and to give people the tools 
with which to learn. For that is what a 
liberal education is really about. 
But perhaps now would be an 
appropriate time to address some of the 
concerns raised regarding a core 
curriculum by members of the faculty. 
One concern is that it will detract from 
the ability of departments (through its 
rerouting of professorial energy) to 
advance scholarship in their particular 
specialties. This objective is in its own 
way representative of an approach 
towards education which is entirely 
mistaken, and not a little dangerous. I 
would argue that if one does not 
understand the basics, there is no such 
thing as specialization. No discipline 
occurs in a vacuum. How can one 
understand economics without 
understanding philosophy? How can 
one understand history without 
understanding psychology? How can 
one understand anthropology without 
understanding biology? 
This is not to say that one needs to 
attain a doctoral degree in every region 
to understand anything at all. But what 
it is to say is that one needs to appreciate 
the way the disciplines are connected. 
In the “information age”, when more 
information is being rapidly 
accumulated than ever before in history, 
students are understanding any of that 
information less — and the reason they 
are understanding it less is in large part 
that they are not being provided with 
the framework by which to endow that 
information with organization 
coherence. It may take a million years 
to teach someone everything there is to 
know about economics, but it takes 
about two hours to convey the way that 
human psychology can easily skew 
many of the more rationalistic 
interpretations of economic theory, and 
the fact that departments cannot find the 
time to provide that two hours (give or 
take a few weeks) is just abit silly, (the 
way is the key term here: we are taking 
about ways of viewing information, not 
particular palettes of information to 
ingest). 
■ Specialization in education < 
Another issue (along with the more 
general one of departmental 
ramification) is who would teach these 
courses. Apparently professors are 
reluctant to teach cpurses that are not 
solely focused on the advanced stage 
of their particular specialty. Yet, if 
professors are unwilling to look at 
things on a level that is 
nondepartmental, do you think that 
students are going to be able to? And 
what should one think about the 
professor who is either unable or 
unwilling to look at education on a 
general level? Is it not possible they 
could occasionally forget what it is they 
are here to teach? 
Overspecialization can have 
dramatic repercussions, and as a matter 
of fact it is the very evil of these 
repercussions that has traditionally 
made liberal education a necessity, and 
that will continue to make it so even as 
we move into the next century, space 
travel, cyberdrift, and all. A nuclear 
physicist needs to know what it means 
to be a part of a community. An 
economist needs to know that there 
could be priorities other than money. 
This course that 
I am suggesting 
would have two 
goals . . . to 
make students 
excited about 
learning, and to 
give them the 
tools with which 
to learn. 
An English major needs to know that 
there is more science than definitions, 
that it can be alive and creative, and that 
it has ramifications for us personally on 
an everyday level. But what can you 
say is the result of a Bates degree? Can 
you say, as the report says, that 
“Students will graduate equipped with 
a substantial understanding of the 
natural sciences, mathematics, the 
social sciences, the texts and methods 
of the humanities, and artistic traditions 
and modes of expression, and the 
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interconnectedness of those fields of 
inquiry?” No. What can you say of a 
Bates degree? Nothing. 
This is not to say that a Bates 
education does not provide. There are 
many people here who will leave the 
school with an excellent understanding 
of the world around them. But not 
enough to make it an institutional 
trademark. 
With such a core course, what will 
you be able to say of a Bates degree? 
Well, it won’t guarantee everything, or 
even close to it. But it could guarantee 
a minimum level of exposure. To teach 
takes a lifetime, but to excite can 
sometimes be done in a moment. Two 
semesters would not be too much time 
to think about what learning is about. 
b) Facilitate more campus 
discussions on social issues. One way 
this might be done would be by making 
sure that some of the lecturers brought 
to campus are actually remotely of 
interest to individuals not required to 
attend by professors for particular 
courses. Another might be by 
broadening our definition of the 
academic (the best learning is always 
done outside of the classroom). This 
leads me to the next goal: 
2) To realize that learning is a 
collaborative endeavor, and structure 
our institution in projects in 
accordance with that recognition. 
Means by which might help achieve 
this: 
a) Reduce the current primacy of 
grading and evaluation over learning 
and cooperation. There are a number 
of ways in which this might be done. 
Giving students an evaluative (rather 
that) letter) grading.option, encouraging 
more independent study projects, 
encouraging greater interaction 
between students and faculty (in the 
form of joint endeavors that are of 
interest to both parties) 
b) Establish bridges with other 
communities (Lewiston, local colleges, 
international institutions), to allow for 
the sort of exposure that can only come 
The question is 
not who U.S. 
News thinks is 
the best college, 
or who has the 
four billion 
dollar 
endowment, but 
whether we 
would like to see 
ourselves in any 
other place. 
in the form of experience or relayed 
tales of experience. 
c) Establish an environment 
where learning is encouraged for its 
own sake, rather than as a means to 
something else. 
d) Encourage interdepartmental, 
cross-cultural, and other challenges to 
the contemporary tendency towards 
minutely focused specialization. 
■ Faculty relations with students 
e) Encourage faculty to look at 
the student body as people, rather than 
as subjects. How many student- 
faculty discussions currently take 
place outside the classroom? How 
many faculty members have any clue 
as to what student concerns, interests, 
and activities are? And is it possible 
to be teaching people when one 
doesn’t understand where they’re 
coming from? 
The current attitude of this 
institution often reinforces the attitude 
that education is the domain purely of 
the classroom, and that it has no 
correlation and is of no interest to what 
•occurs outside it. The distance 
between students and faculty only 
serves to add towards this 
presumption. By refusing to see 
students as people, faculty ensure that 
they will be unable to connect with 
them. To connect is to empathize, to 
understand, to know. And to make 
learning exciting and free, not dry and 
disciplined. 
f) Foster better communication. 
Whether it be between alumni and the 
college, or between staff, students and 
faculty, it often seems like interplay 
and understanding between different 
aspects of the college is sometimes 
lacking. In particular as regards 
education, suggested improvements 
have included: symposiums at which 
alumni are invited to speak, internships 
with staff members (that might involve 
rethinking staff workloads), and in 
general, an understanding that what we 
are engaged in is a learning 
community, and that does not occur 
without adequate discussion and 
transference of ideas. And now a third 
goal: 
3) Make the term Bates a symbol of 
pride. At present, there seems to be 
too much in the ethos of the college 
that 
signals an 
inwiilingfEss 
to accept 
Bates as a 
great 
place to 
be, and 
one that 
we feel 
privileged 
to be a 
part of. 
In part, this is due to a mistaken 
conception of the way that we should 
value ourselves in light of others. The 
question is not who U.S. News thinks 
is the best college, or who has the four 
billion dollar endowment, but of 
whether we would like to see ourselves 
in any other place. Are we comfortable 
with ourselves? And if not, why not? 
For when it comes down to it, what 
we are is not what others see us as. 
What we are is what we make 
ourselves. 
Ways to achieve a better understanding 
of one’s identity: 
a) Accepting that we are 
responsible ourselves, and as such it 
is only our level of initiative that can 
limit how high we achieve. 
b) Encouragement of others and 
recognitions of individual 
contributions. 
c) Respect others, though they 
may be of different cultures or have 
different ideas — not as part of some 
politically correct sanitative measure, 
but because one sees aspects of oneself 
in others, and because one sees, the way 
that we all benefit from the wealth of 
cooperative community. 
d) Turn alumni and endowment 
support from a feeling of obligation 
towards this feeling of pride. Make 
Bates a place that people want to be 
involved with. 
e) Seek the very best in terms of 
facilities, technology, athletics, 
activities, research, etc. But — 
f) In seeking these things, do not 
do so at the sacrifice of the present 
pillars of strength that the college has. 
Keep the college at a reasonable size 
(circa 1600), do not allow continued 
development to annihilate the more 
natural environs of the campus (trees, 
grass), and enlarge facilities to such an 
extent that they dominate all other 
elements of the college. Most 
importantly, don’t allow for the 
breakdown of the individual 
communication made possible by the 
size of our small society, and don’t 
allow paramnesia to cloud the very 
meaning of what it is to attain a liberal 
education. 
g) Adopt a vision that looks 
beyond the Bates campus, and sees the 
role of the individual or group of 
individuals in the world, without 
belittling that role. In such a vision, 
service to community becomes natural, 
rather than superficial, a way of living, 
rather than a burden. 
These three goals may not seem 
like a lot. But they are. 
These three 
goals may 
not seem like 
a lot. . . But 
they are. 
Developing a more diverse definition of Bates 
by Rebecca Steer 
1 received my Goals 2005 packet 
four days before the Saturday retreat. 
A quick read-through of the second 
page entitled, “A Common Vision: 
Setting the Standards for Excellence” 
left me with a warm and fuzzy proud- 
to-be-a-Batesie feeling. This feeling 
was strengthened by the constant use 
of positive phrases such as “the very 
best in a residential liberal arts and 
science college”, “quality and 
diversity”, “moral dimensions of 
education”, and “concern for individual 
integrity and value.” The desire to 
memorize the passages and regurgitate 
them to prospective employers and use 
them for graduate school applications 
immediately became very strong. I 
couldn’t help but feel a tinge of jealousy 
upon reading the effective wording used 
to describe the almost ineffable aspects 
of Bates, and skills I have acquired 
during my Bates experience. 
By page eight, the document 
seemed all too warm and fuzzy. Goal 
after goal, the encouraging words 
myself, at whom it is directed, and 
exactly what is it trying to say about 
the big picture at Bates? The document 
fails to provide concrete examples of 
solutions, or evidence demonstrating 
why £ome situations need to be rectified 
in order to attain certain goals. 
At the meeting, after a brief 
introduction by President Harward, the 
committee 
members 
and guests 
broke into 
groups 
and began 
intense 
discussions 
closely 
related to 
my own 
concerns. 
Members 
of my group questioned whether there 
was an overriding metaphor which 
might serve to guide the goals for Bates. 
We were unsuccessful in our attempts 
to verbalize a short statement which 
could serve this function. This made it 
quite apparent that depending on one’s 
relating this fact of diversity in 
perceptions of Bates stems from my 
experience as a tour guide. I often feel 
as if prospective students and parents 
on my tours are being cheated out of 
the full Bates experience. My 
experience as a student at Bates, and 
the things on which I choose to focus 
during my tours, are different from 
another Bates student. I am constantly 
aware of the fact that my tours cannot 
do justice to roughly 1600 different 
perceptions of what constitutes the 
Bates experience. It seems to me that 
tours should be given by fifty Bates 
students. Perhaps the most important 
lesson that could be derived from this 
realization is that continuous 
engagement in discussion is beneficial 
to the institution. Discussion prompts 
reexamination and growth, both of 
which are crucial as the college evolves. 
Could that be our goal? Could Goal 
2005 be trimmed down to read, “Bates 
will encourage discussion about our 
purpose as an institution, our 
accomplishments and endeavors as 
students, our impact on our 
environment, and incorporation of our 
community.” Could this be the 
talking about it?” 
It is ironic, yet typical of Bates, 
to put itself in the position of 
simplifying itself. Any attempt at 
reaching an acceptable summarization 
of a community, a business, and a 
tradition seems predestined to be 
plagued by tunnel 
vision. In fact, we 
need to better 
understand the 
importance of the 
commitment to 
improvement and 
continued 
discussion of 
progress across all 
facets of this 
institution. I often 
think we are too 
smart for our own 
good. 
A vision of 
Bates as 
constantly 
changing for the 
better in 
accordance with its surroundings 
seems too simplistic. If a 
summarization of Bates existed, I 
arts college, we must aspire to be no 
less than the best. 
There is an alternative to this quest 
for a summarization of Bates, and it 
involves understanding the significance 
of the fact that there are few specifics 
in this document. Perhaps the absence 
of an all- 
encompassing 
statement about 
Bates is exactly 
the 
encouragement 
of healthy 
discussion in 
which we must 
continue to 
engage. 
President 
Harward 
concluded our 
day of discussion 
by reminding us 
of how the 
commitment to 
excellence and 
dedication of 
those before us had enabled us to be in 
this position. For these reasons, we are 
able to take the time to reflect and 
By page 
eight the 
document 
seemed all 
too warm 
and fuzzy... 
President Harward 
concluded our day 
by reminding us of 
how the commitment 
to excellence and 
dedication of those 
before us had enabled 
us to be in this 
position. 
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Chef 86 prepares lunch daily at the Silo 
The new program's future depends on student interest; a semester-trial basis is put into effect 
by Erryl Nicole Parker 
A strange phenomenon has 
occurred. 
It is a growing trend. 
Have you ever tried to go to 
lunch without ever setting foot in 
Commons, or waiting in line for as 
much as 30 minutes without even 
going to Chase Hall? 
Many students this past week 
experienced the ultimate conve¬ 
nience; the Benjamin E. Mays Cen¬ 
ter, more casually known as the 
Silo, has been open for lunch ser¬ 
vices. 
"They call me 'Chef 
86/" says one of the people 
in charge of this new ser¬ 
vice. Chef 86, aided by Don 
Desrosiers with this pro¬ 
gram, has been employed 
by Bates Dining Services 
for more than a decade and 
Welcomes this change of 
scenery. 
"I love it!" responded 
Chef 86 when asked about 
his new duties of coordi¬ 
nating the lunch at the Silo. 
Because there are not so 
many students in the Silo 
as in Commons, he adds, 
there is "not as much 
stress," given that Com¬ 
mons can become "hectic _ 
at times." 
Chef 86 prepares a 
"light luncheon" for Bates students 
daily which includes soup and 
sandwiches. 
Each morning Chef 86 esti¬ 
mates how much food he will need 
for the two-hour luncheon and pre¬ 
pares all of the food in the kitchens 
of Commons. Once he completes 
his preparation, he packs up the 
food in a van and heads on over to 
the Silo, where he unloads the con¬ 
tainers and begins to set up the 
tables, chairs, food, and drink. 
Currently there are enough 
seats and table space for 68 stu¬ 
dents, a figure which is an in¬ 
creased total from the original 
amount of 60 spaces. Eventually 
Chef 86 will add another table to 
bring the total number of available 
seats to 72. 
All in all, roughly 150 students 
visit the Silo daily for lunch, which 
is a figure almost doubled from the 
opening-day total of 81 students. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays have 
proven to be the Silo's hardest hit 
days, although the rest of the week 
is certainly getting its fair share of 
lunchtime visitors. 
■ Atmospheric pressure 
The reasons for a rendezvous 
at the Silo vary as much as the va¬ 
riety of attending students. Chef 86 
...if you happen to be one of the 
lucky few hundred who live in 
the Village, Adams, or Smith, 
then you will enjoy stepping 
just outside your dorm and 
taking a little stroll to the Silo. 
When your stomach is begging 
for food, Commons can seem 
like it is oh-so very far away. 
on the hardwood floor towards the 
front of the stage area for fear that 
the wood might be 
damaged by long¬ 
term constant use. He 
also fears that cram¬ 
ming the extra tables 
into the space might 
ruin the already-es¬ 
tablished ambiance. 
■ Come one, come 
So far. Chef 86 re¬ 
ports that he has not 
received any negative 
comments in re¬ 
sponse to this pro¬ 
gram. He is content 
that the pro- 
ki gram has 
been wel¬ 
comed by 
students and 
dred who live in the Village,, 
Adams, or Smith, then you will en- 
Pt'OoJ if/As 
The breakfast he is planning 
wouldn't entail anything too com¬ 
plex, such as 
eggs, bacon, pan¬ 
cakes, or the like, 
given the fact that 
Chef 86 has 
rather limited 
kitchen space. 
Students would 
have a choice of 
hot drinks—cof¬ 
fee, tea, and 
milk—and a few 
pastries that con¬ 
stitute a conti¬ 
nental breakfast. 
Plans to put sup¬ 
per in the Silo are 
not even in the 
works, says Chef 
86, because of a 
general lack of 
student interest; 
he believes that Matt Bromley graphic. 
plans to improve the atmosphere 
of the Silo by providing such things 
as music on the already-existing 
stereo system located in the Silo. 
In order to enhance rather than 
worsen the ambience, Chef 86 will 
regulate the styles of music, estab¬ 
lishing a "no-metal-no-Pink- 
Floyd" guideline. Softer types of 
music, such as country and soft 
rock, will be welcomed. 
The seventeen tables currently 
located in the Silo do not reach the 
maximum capacity, according to 
floor space provisions, but Chef 86 
does not want to place any tables 
other members of the Bates 
community. 
Chef 86 has received his 
share of constructive criti¬ 
cism in the form of ques¬ 
tions such as, "When are 
you going to start recycling 
the napkins we use?" The 
answer that he has been 
able to provide is that the 
recycling program will 
start-up as early as next 
week. Food waste is also 
going to be composted in 
the very near future, The 
pro¬ 
gram was also 
temporarily 
using plastic 
cups until they 
started using 
glassware ear¬ 
lier this week. 
■ Following 
the trend 
Along 
with the idea 
that you can go to the Silo for a 
break from Commons, if you hap¬ 
pen to be one of the lucky few hun- 
joy stepping just outside your 
dorm and taking a little stroll to the 
Silo. When your stomach is beg¬ 
ging for food, Commons can seem 
like it is oh-so very far away. 
Along with being a change for 
students and a break from the cha¬ 
otic patterns of daily student lives, 
eating lunch at the Silo can also be 
a time saver. 
■ Future meal plans 
Commons is considering a 
breakfast program to begin a 
Chef 86 has received his share of constructive 
criticism in the form of questions such as, 
"When are you going to start recycling the 
napkins we use? " The answer that he has been 
able to provide is that the recycling program will 
start up as early as next week. 
couple of weeks from now. Chef 86 
says that breakfast is a "possibil¬ 
ity in the future." 
students treat supper as a "social" 
time in Commons and wouldn't 
attend a supper in the Silo. He 
plainly says, "I don't think there's 
any way to do it." 
Right now, according to Chef 
86, lunch in the Silo is open from 
11:30 to 1:30, Monday through Fri¬ 
day, and will be on a "semester 
trial-basis." In plain English, if the 
student body generally doesn't 
show any interest in having lunch 
at the Silo, the program will be ter¬ 
minated. 
The hours of the breakfast program 
have not 
yet been 
estab¬ 
lished, 
but Chef 
86 is 
planning 
for the 
Silo to 
open at 
7:00 and 
stay open 
until 8:00 
or 8:30, 
giving him enough time to prepare 
for lunch afterwards. 
Around Campus needs you... 
TO W(?ITE FOI? THE SECTION! 
Page 19 The Bates Student AROUND CAMPUS Wednesday, September 11, 1996 
Catharine R. Stimpson speaks at Convocation 
Honorary degree recipient returns to Bates to mark beginning of college's 142nd academic year 
by Erryl Nicole Parker, 
Gussie Falleder, and 
Jen Weiers 
Catharine R. Stimpson came 
back to Bates on September 4,1996, 
to speak at the all-college convo¬ 
cation which marked the opening 
of the college's 142nd academic 
year. 
Stimpson, an active scholar 
and lecturer, directs the Fellows Di- 
vision of the Chicago-based 
MacArthur Foundation. In the past 
and presently she has edited book 
series such as Signs: journal of 
Women in Culture and Society. As an 
innovator in her field, and amongst 
educators, she is an advocate of is¬ 
sues related to women and minori¬ 
ties. While at Barnard College and 
Rutgers University she directed 
women's centers and research ori¬ 
ented institutes from their incep¬ 
tion. 
Having 
lectured at 
approxi¬ 
mately 300 
institutions, 
and func¬ 
tions world¬ 
wide, her in¬ 
fluence do¬ 
mestically 
has included 
chairing the 
National 
Council for 
Research on 
Women, the 
New York State Council for the Hu¬ 
manities and the Ms. Magazine 
Board of Scholars. She is well 
known for her selection of essays, 
Where the Meanings Are. While on 
leave from Rutgers, she wrote a 
book about Gertrude Stein, pub¬ 
lished in 1988. She also chaired the 
National Advisory Committee of 
the Woodrow Wilson National Fel¬ 
lowship Foundation. 
Among the tone of tradition at 
convocation, Stimpson spoke of 
broadening definitions of an aca¬ 
demic community. Her main mes¬ 
sage was for everyone to be cre¬ 
ative, invent new ideas, be innova¬ 
tive, and to not let anyone or any¬ 
thing stop creativity. 
Stimpson quoted excerpts 
from Emerson's "Intellect" to bet¬ 
ter illustrate her point. The "college 
rules," as she explains, more often 
than not, douse "the flames of cu¬ 
riosity." 
"Lively colleges," Stimpson 
continued, "provide us with sup¬ 
portive colleagues and friends" 
who allow us to be creative and in¬ 
ventive and do not "douse" the 
flames of our curiosity. 
"The more diverse a lively col¬ 
lege is in people and ideas," she 
continued, "the more creativity 
will stimulate" and, generally, the 
more creativity that is created in¬ 
side this lively college, the more 
likely it 
is to oc¬ 
cur "at a 
place of 
border- 
cross- 
ings and 
cultural 
encoun¬ 
ters." 
These 
commu¬ 
nities, ac- 
cording 
t o 
Stimpson, 
begin and form here at Bates, and 
continue after graduation. We live 
in a community where ideas and 
creativity are the very essence. 
The entering first-year stu¬ 
dents began their college career last 
week and, as the Class of 2000, will 
symbolize the future of our coun¬ 
try as they bring us into the 21st 
Century. The Class of 1997, as they 
begin the final year of their college 
career and will be, in fact, part of 
the newest group in the work force, 
Stimpson quoted excerpts 
from Emerson's "Intellect" 
to better illustrate her 
point. The "college rules," 
as she explains, more often 
than not, douse "the flames 
of curiosity." 
also symbolizing the future of our unique interdisciplinaries like mance, hopefully Bates students 
country. 
Graduation 
from Bates means 
facing the inevitable 
"What are you going 
to be?" If we are in¬ 
deed creative, if we 
are lively and imagi¬ 
native, then we will 
answer this question 
in unexpected ways. 
Representing a 
diversity of fields, 
from the traditional Biology to the Feminist Literature and Perfor- colors on 
Graduation from Bates means facing 
the inevitable "What are you going to 
be?" If we are indeed creative, if we 
are lively and imaginative, then we 
will answer this question in 
unexpected ways. 
will not merely join the 
work force, but will 
contribute something 
new, helping to re¬ 
shape and enliven it. 
As each member 
of the Bates commu¬ 
nity begins painting 
the fresh canvas of a 
new school year, 
Stimpson's words in 
support of ingenuity 
will be inspirational 
our palettes. 
Think 1 800-4IBM-LOAN $! jeci 
Buy an IBM PC 340 or 350 
desktop computer and an 
IBM Multimedia Kit. And 
you’ll get a CD software 
package that includes Windows 95, Lotus SmartSuite, 
Netscape Navigator, World Book Multimedia 
Encyclopedia and the Infopedia collection of essential 
See campus 
computer store 
for details. 
reference software. Buy a ThinkPad and you’ll get 
Windows 95 and Lotus Smartsuite. You can also take 
advantage of special student, faculty and staff financing. 
Just call 1-800-4IBM-L0AN for information. Hurry, visit 
your campus computer store 
today. After all, no one looks ~E" ~ ~"rLJE- 
good in a checkered apron. ====^=7=:® 
IBM and ThinkPad are registered trademarks of International Business Machines Corporation. Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation. 
Other company, product or service names may be trademarks or service marks of others. ©1996 IBM Corp. All rights reserved. 
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Everyone knows you get 
around. . .campus. 
So write about it! 
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The QtANTLewiston-Auburn FALL 
&COZD % CD SHOW 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 21 
Lewiston Armory on Central Ave. 
(1 block from Bates campus) 
10 am to 5 pm $2.50 admission 
New & Used CD'S 
Concert Videos, Posters 
Rare Imports 
(Sponsored by Bill Maroldo Events. Call 783-1378 for information.) 
Continued from page 24 
of Hallowell. In addition, they 
found it to be conveniently located 
and easy to get to. Having departed 
Bates around 10:30 am, they were 
walking casually along Water Street 
just an hour later. According to Bob 
(who took the credit for deciding to 
visit Hallowed, even though he 
stumbled on it quite accidentally), 
it was an ideal choice for a day trip. 
After a day away, he returned home 
feeling rejuvenated and refreshed 
by his jaunt into central Maine. Re¬ 
gardless of whether or not you've 
spilled strawberry yogurt on your¬ 
self within the past 48 hours, you 
probably will to. 
Directions to Hallowed: Take 
Route 202 (Main Street in Lewiston) 
north to just outside of Augusta. 
Turn right at the stoplight by Sears 
(you'll pass Shop 'n Save supermar¬ 
ket on your left) and follow this 
road until it ends in a T intersec¬ 
tion. Turn left at the stop sign and 
follow this road down the steep hill 
that will take you directly into 
Hallowed. Parking is available 
along Water Street and across the 
street from a small park maintained 
by the city along the riverfront. The 
I 
town itself is very walkable, and 
can easily be covered in half a day. 
In search of another excursion? 
You might want to drive into Au¬ 
gusta, which is just around a bend 
in the river from Hallowed. 
Maine's remarkably unassuming 
state capital is easily navigable, and 
features a recently-opened Barnes 
& Noble mega-bookstore, com¬ 
plete with coffee shop, among 
other attractions. 
******************************* 
LARGEST STUDENT TRAVEL PLANNER on East Coast looking for 
Campus Rep to promote Kodak SPRING BREAK trips "Guaranteed" 
lowest package prices and best incentives. You handle the 
sales...we handle the bookkeeping. Cancun, Nassau, Jamaica, 
S. Padre, Orlando & Key West. EARN BIG $$$ AND/OR FREE 
TRIP(S)...GREAT FOR RESUME!!! CALL 1-800-222-4432 
****************************** 
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by Josh Popichak 
A spacious concert hall; an 
open and inviting museum gallery; 
a well-insulated room in which to 
practice one's flugelhorn: most of us 
take these things for granted. We 
do so, in large part, because Bates 
College possesses the facilities re¬ 
quired to engage in such activities, 
and actively encourages its students 
to take advantage of them in what¬ 
ever way possible. 
What many current stu¬ 
dents may not know, however, is 
that prior to 1986, the opportunities 
for Batesies to sing and dance, and 
flugel (at least without invoking the 
lifelong enmity of one's dorm- or 
housemates), were severely limited 
by a profound lack of practice and 
performance space. Schaeffer The¬ 
ater, and the adjoining Black Box 
and Gannett Theaters located along 
College Street, provided students 
and visiting performers with the 
only site permanently devoted to 
the performing arts. 
Exhibition space was at a 
premium as well. Treat Gallery, to¬ 
day a computing center, had been 
the College's rather-cramped mu¬ 
seum of art from the mid-1950s on¬ 
ward and was bursting at the seams. 
By the spring of 1984, when plans 
for the new Olin Arts Center were 
announced, it seemed that a solu¬ 
tion to the college's lack of arts fa¬ 
cilities was long overdue. 
That solution came about 
in large part thanks to the generos¬ 
ity of the F.W. Olin Foundation, 
headquartered in New York City, 
which donated most of the $4.3 mil¬ 
lion needed to construct what was 
then a state-of-the-art performing 
arts center and museum. 
On October 11,1986 Bates 
College's newly-completed Olin 
Arts Center 
was officially 
opened with a 
formal cer¬ 
emony pre¬ 
sided over by 
then-president 
T. Hedley 
Reynolds. 
Amid the req¬ 
uisite pomp 
and circum¬ 
stance of the 
occasion, the 
Rev. Robert O. 
Stuart, college 
chaplain at the 
time, declared 
that Olin 
would "be a 
place where the 
abstract idea 
will be nur¬ 
tured and the 
creative spirit 
may flourish." 
Dean 
of the Faculty 
Carl B. Straub, who is today a pro¬ 
fessor of religion as well as the Clark 
A. Griffith professor of environmen¬ 
tal studies, echoed Stuart's words 
by calling Olin "a workshop for new 
worlds" in a speech made at the rib¬ 
bon-cutting. Most recently, Presi¬ 
dent Harward repeated this de¬ 
scription in the convocation address 
he delivered on September 4. 
Clearly, the importance of the Olin 
Arts Center to the Bates community 
has not 
been 
over- 
looked by 
the 
college's 
adminis¬ 
trators. 
Nor by 
those 
who call 
it home: 
the teach¬ 
ers, stu- 
dents, 
and visi¬ 
tors who 
have 
filled its 
halls 
through¬ 
out the 
past de¬ 
cade. 
memorating the significant accom¬ 
plishments made in the ten years 
since Olin opened its doors to the 
world. 
The Museum's upstairs 
gallery currently features an exhi¬ 
bition of works produced by mem¬ 
bers of the Bates studio art faculty, 
primarily within the past few years. 
The works on display include those 
of ceramicist Paul Heroux, painter 
Joseph Nicoletti, photographer Elke 
The work of ceramicist and Bates lecturer Paul Heroux, on display at the Museum of Art. 
It is this importance that is being 
celebrated by a new exhibit at the 
Museum of Art, marking the tenth 
anniversary of the arts center's 
opening. The exhibit, which began 
with an evening reception on Fri¬ 
day, September 6 and will run 
through October 25, is divided into 
two sections, both designed to in¬ 
troduce visitors to the diversity of 
the Museum's holdings, while com- 
Morris, multimedia artist Robert 
Feintuch (all lecturers in the depart¬ 
ment of art), and painting and 
printmaker Donald Lent, the Dana 
Professor of Art. 
"The work of the Bates art 
faculty is nationally and interna¬ 
tionally exhibited, so it is an honor 
to bring together some of their cur¬ 
rent work for the public to see," said 
Genetta McLean, director of the mu¬ 
seum. "A celebration of their teach¬ 
ing is particularly appropriate in the 
context of the tenth anniversary of 
the Olin Arts Center." 
In the downstairs gallery, 
the museum has put together a dis¬ 
play of highlights from the 
Museum's permanent collection, 
the first of its kind and a major mile¬ 
stone according to McLean. 
"Since the construction of 
the new building in 1986, the mu¬ 
se u m 
has 
flour¬ 
ished. 
We are 
d e - 
lighted 
t o 
present 
some of 
the 
wonder¬ 
ful gifts 
which 
have 
been do¬ 
nated by 
friends 
and 
alumni," 
said 
McLean. 
"With 
this per¬ 
manent 
display and the Museum of Art's 
temporary exhibitions and educa¬ 
tional programs, we are striving to 
serve the general public as well as 
the academic community." 
The works now on perma¬ 
nent display vary a great deal but 
are all considered to be "important 
acquisitions," according to Anthony 
Shostak, the assistant curator at the 
Museum of Art. Included among 
them are selected pieces from the 
Marsden Hartley Memorial Collec¬ 
tion (including some of the artist's 
personal effects, such as his jewelry, 
painting tools, and palette); seven¬ 
teenth-century etchings by artists 
including Rembrandt, Ruisdael, 
Carracci, and Jacque; paintings by 
Cezanne and Rosseau; and the John 
and Janet Marqusee American 
Plaque Collection, just to name a 
few. 
Those with an interest in 
artists of the Modern period may 
also want to check out an exhibit on 
book illustrations and lithographs 
from the early-twentieth century. 
"Modem Artists and Book Illustra¬ 
tion" adjoins the collection high¬ 
lights exhibit and was curated by 
museum intern Amy L. Peters, Bates 
class of 1996. 
For those unacquainted 
with it, the Modern period was a 
time in which many French artists, 
including avant-garde painters such 
as Picasso, Matisse, and Chagall, 
lent their skills to publishers and 
printmakers who had disco vered a 
lucrative market for prints: the 
middle-class. The results of this 
rather unusual partnership between 
some of the most important artists 
of the early twentieth-century and 
shrewd Parisian businessmen re¬ 
sulted in many series of truly strik¬ 
ing lithographs and prints which to¬ 
day are highly sought-after 
collector's items. 
The Museum of Art is open 
to the public free of charge and in 
addition to exhibitions features a 
wide variety of educational pro¬ 
gramming. This fall, a series of re¬ 
lated lectures entitled "Gallery 
Talks: A Life in the Arts," will be de¬ 
livered. The first, intended to pro¬ 
vide those who attend with an over¬ 
view of the fac¬ 
ulty exhibition, 
is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Sep¬ 
tember 17 at 
lpm and will be 
given by An¬ 
thony Shostak. 
The museum is 
open Tuesday- 
Saturday, 10am- 
5pm, Sunday, 1- 
5pm, and is 
closed Mondays 
and major holi¬ 
days through¬ 
out the year. For 
general infor¬ 
mation concern¬ 
ing exhibits and 
upcoming 
events, call 207- 
786-6158. 
22 
The Bates Student THE ARTS Wednesday, September 4, 1996 
They pack quite a punch... 
M 
by Josh Popichak 
When an event is billed as 
an "Afro-Asian Arts Dialogue/' it is 
fairly easy to go to it without really 
knowing what to expect from the 
featured performers. This was ap¬ 
parently the case for many of the 
students and other members of the 
Bates community who attended 
such a performance on the evening 
of Thursday, September 5. 
Held in the College 
Chapel, the "Afro-Asian Arts Dia¬ 
logue," highlighted the skills of self- 
taught baritone saxophonist and 
band leader Fred Ho, and poet 
Kalamu ya Salaam in a unique per¬ 
formance that successfully fused 
poetry with soulful instrumenta¬ 
tion. 
Fred Ho, a Chinese-Ameri¬ 
can musician and composer based 
in New York City, dazzled the au¬ 
dience with his raw, powerful mu¬ 
sical style, delivering an emotion¬ 
ally-charged performance that 
served as a fitting backdrop for the 
message-driven poetry of his friend 
and colleague Kalamu ya Salaam. 
Salaam, the author of 
seven books of poetry and a native 
of New Orleans, Louisiana, was 
equally captivating. His unapolo- 
getic style of poetry, which deftly 
employs repetition of key phrases 
along with a highly dramatic de¬ 
livery, held the audience's atten¬ 
tion throughout the one-and-a-half 
hour-long show. 
"There will be a revolu¬ 
tion!" he exclaimed at one point. 
"The only question is where we 
gonna be standing, what we gonna 
be doing when it comes." 
Together, these two artists 
have traveled the country since 
first meeting in 1989. They make 
frequent appearances on college 
campuses throughout the United 
States as they work to create a style 
of performance that is entertaining 
and humorous, but educational as 
well. 
"A lot of responsibility for 
change lies with the students," said 
Ho. "When faculty and adminis¬ 
tration members aren't coopera¬ 
tive, students have to learn to do it 
for themselves." 
Before any type of posi¬ 
tive change can take place, how¬ 
ever, people must be made aware 
of the need for it. Salaam and Ho 
see their music as fulfilling this 
need. Salaam in particular, a life¬ 
long activist, utilizes his position 
as a poet as a platform to discuss 
everything from women's rights to 
the need for racial equality. Em¬ 
powerment, creativity, respect for 
diversity, and the need for cross- 
cultural understanding in an age of 
divide and conquer—all of these 
things are stressed in the pieces 
which they have crafted together. 
In addition to the mean¬ 
ingfulness of their music, much of 
this duo's success comes from their 
spontaneity. As Salaam pointed out 
after the performance, one of the 
pieces delivered had never been 
rehearsed before. "We feed off of 
each other and off the audience's 
emotions," he said. "The pieces we 
perform are always different be¬ 
cause of this." 
In reference to their 
highly-effective relationship, Ho 
commented "I think that a lot of 
what we have in common is sim¬ 
ply an appreciation for music." 
Another fundamental as¬ 
pect of it involves the fact that they 
both maintain separate artistic 
identities. Ho's latest CD, "Mon¬ 
key, Part I," featuring an assem¬ 
blage of musicians known collec¬ 
tively as the Monkey Orchestra, 
will arrive in stores on September 
24. Salaam also plans to publish 
more poetry at some time in the 
near future. 
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You want to be the first to 
Macintosh. More fLexible than ever. 
We don’t know how you’ll fill in the blank. That’s why we make Macintosh- 
computers so flexible. To help you be the first to do whatever you want to do. 
And with word processing, easy Internet access, powerful multimedia and 
cross-platform compatibility, a Mac’ makes it even easier to do it. How do you 
get started? Visit your campus computer store today and pick up a Mac. 
leave your mark. 
m 
©1996Apple Computer, Inc. All rights reserved. Apple, i ), Mac and Macintosh are n r inc. All Macintosh computers are designed to be accessible to individuals with disability. 1b learn more (U.S. only), call 800-600-7808 or TTY 800-755-0601. 
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Bates College 
Wednesday, Sept. 11 
Circus on the Quad, featuring 
Mark Erelli, Andrew Adams 
(juggler), and Woody 
Woodward (musician). The 
Quad, 4:30-7 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 12 
Bates Arts Society meeting 
Museum of Art, 7 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 13 
Concert, featuring Israeli 
harpsichordist Zvi Meniker 
performing J.S. Bach's 
"Goldberg Variations" 
Olin Arts Center Concert Hall, 
8 p.m. 
Contradance, performers 
TBA. 
Chase Hall Lounge, 8:30 p.m. 
Admisssion: $4/$2 
Monday, Sept. 16 
Bates College Lecture Series 
Harvard political scientist 
Robert R. Putnam will speak 
on "The Quality of Our Civic 
Discourse and Civic Life." 
Edmund S. Muskie Archives, 
7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 17 
Lecture: Anthony Shostak, as¬ 
sistant curator of the Museum 
of Art will discuss the faculty 
exhibition. 
Museum of Art, 1 p.m. 
Lecture: Paul Heroux, ceram¬ 
ics lecturer will discuss his 
State of Maine 
Saturday, Sept. 14 
Lewiston Rotary Rodeo, Central 
Maine Civic Center, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. Admission: $10 adults 
Portland Gallery Displays 
Pope.L's ’Exquisite Corpse’ 
by Josh Popichak 
Exquisite Corpse: Clap 
Your Hands and Around You Go, a 
collaborative sculptural installation 
featuring the work of Bates theater 
professor William Pope.L, is cur¬ 
rently on display at the Danforth 
Gallery in Portland. 
The exhibit, which opened 
September 5, employs the surreal¬ 
ist intuitive game playing strategy 
of "Exquisite Corpse," also known 
as le cadavre exquis. In the tradi¬ 
tional drawing form of this game, 
popular in coffeehouses and literary 
clubs, a piece of paper (or a napkin 
in some instances) is folded into 
four parts. The drawing is initiated 
by one of the four artists, who be¬ 
gins drawing at the fold-line of the 
paper. Each subsequent artist then 
begins where the previous one has 
left off, without actually seeing the 
work of their colleagues. 
The verbal form of Exquis¬ 
ite Corpse is similar in nature. A 
sentence is composed by three or 
more persons, each unaware of the 
others' contributions. The game 
actually took its name from an early 
sentence, said to have been "The 
exquisite/corpse/shall drink/the 
bubbling wine." 
The current exhibition at 
the Danforth Gallery utilizes the 
basic concept of Exquisite Corpse, 
but in this instance the collaboration 
has taken the form of a sculpture 
instead of a sentence or a drawing. 
The artists involved in creating Ex¬ 
quisite Corpse: Clap Your Hands 
and Around You Go, all instructors 
at area colleges and universities, cre¬ 
ated a sculptural version of this clas¬ 
sic parlor game by using plates of 
glass to form the divisions between 
their work. 
Bates lecturer William 
Pope.L's task was to create the 
"head" portion of the sculpture. In 
doing so he utilized unusual mate¬ 
rials such as mayonnaise to create 
an original piece that is "pretty far- 
out" according to Robert Lieber, 
who along with Bradley McCallum 
curated the exhibit. "For those un¬ 
familiar with it, Pope.L's work is 
very experimental," said Lieber. 
Michael Shaughnessy and 
Duncan Hewitt, both instructors at 
the University of Southern Maine, 
created the "shoulders" and 
"knees" portions of the exhibit, re¬ 
spectively. Mary Anderson, who 
teaches at the Maine College of Art, 
was responsible for the "toes" por¬ 
tion. 
The Danforth Gallery, lo¬ 
cated at 34 Danforth St. in Portland 
is open Wednesday, Friday, and Sat¬ 
urday from 11-5; Thursday from 11- 
8; and Sunday 12-5. The current 
exhibit will be on display through 
September 29 and is open to the 
public, free of charge. For more in¬ 
formation call 207-775-6245. 
An example of Exquisite Corpse (1993). The Drawing Center 
4:34 a.m. 
July 25,1995 
soul opens wide 
nothing left 
to hide 
a crazy joy in living 
a crazy fear in stopping 
(oh, the intoxicating madness) 
so dance, 
dance to the rhythm. 
a pounding tale of dust 
fills the insatiable appetite 
churning out a beat 
say you’re beat, say you're beat 
i'm beat 
and then 
if only for a moment 
spirit comes to me 
wild like beaver 
free like a bop 
shake your shiver 
inhale, baby, inhale 
breath the empty air 
suck it in yr soul 
take it 
make it 
whole 
for the first time 
i feel it 
the pulse 
—An original poem by Jeremy Breningstall (we think) 
I've said it before 
I'll say it again 
Come write for arts 
It's better than ... Zen? 
Power Macintosh* 5260 
PowerPC603e/100 MHz/l6MB RAM 
800MB/4X CD-R0M/14” display 
PowerBook* 190cs 
66MHZ/8MB RAM/500MB 
backlit, dual-scan, color display 
PowerBook* 5300cs 
PowerPC603e/100MHz/8MB RAM 
500MB/backlit, dual-scan, color display 
Visit your campus computer store for 
the best deals on a Mac. 
For all of your computer needs visit 
Information Services 
110 Russell Street or call 786-6376 
Fax: 786-6057 
e-mail: computer_sales@bates.edu 
Free one-year Apple warranty. 
Offer expires October 11,19%. ©1996Apple Computer, Inc. All rights reserved. Apple, the Apple logo, AppleCare, laserWter, Mac, Macintosh, Performa, PowerBook, PowerMacintosh and StyleWriter are registered trademarks of Apple Computer Inc. 
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The Bob Katz Diaries: 
Hallowell, Maine 
by J.C. Popichak 
This is the story of Bob 
Katz, a student at Bates College who 
recently endured a very, very long 
week. It began on Monday morn¬ 
ing, when he realized he had two 
papers and a chem lab due the same 
day—Tuesday. Monday night; 
while trying to salvage his academic 
career, the party that raged out of 
control in the room across the hall 
caused him to lose his concentra¬ 
tion, and subsequently he failed his 
lab. Over the next few days Bob fell 
into a mud puddle, spilled his tray 
in the middle of commons, and re¬ 
ceived a letter from home inform¬ 
ing him that his goldfish had passed 
from this earth to that great fishbowl 
in the sky—via the toilet. 
Poor Bob. This unlucky 
Batesie had certainly seen happier 
days than the ones he'd just en¬ 
dured. Some might see Bob's expe¬ 
riences as character-building chal¬ 
lenges to be overcome, but all can 
certainly sympathize with his unde¬ 
niable streak of misfortune. 
It is at times such as these 
that we often just want to get away 
from it all, even if only for a few 
hours. And so it was with Bob. 
After a week of frustra¬ 
tion, procrastination, and occasion¬ 
al humiliation, this poor guy was in 
need of some serious relaxation, the 
kind he knew he would only be able 
to find off-campus. Unfortunately, 
Hallowell's Victorian-influenced City Hall, constructed in 1898. 
Photos: J. C. Popichak 
Bob could forget about simply hop¬ 
ping onto a Lear jet and flying down 
to Tahiti. Due to limited funds and 
limited time Lake Winnipesaukee 
wasn't even an option, let alone the 
South Pacific. 
A man with a great appre¬ 
ciation for the beauty of the out¬ 
doors, Bob would have been happy 
with simply a drive through the 
Maine countryside with some 
friends. However, he didn't feel like 
driving aimlessly through central 
Maine all day and he'd already run 
through the tired list of potential 
destinations (Portland, Freeport, 
Brunswick, etc.) favored by genera¬ 
tions of Batesies, and come up 
empty-handed. 
In the end, Bob turned to 
his trusty atlas of Maine for help in 
deciding where he and his friends 
should go. The solution presented 
by Rand-McNally seemed decep¬ 
tively simple. Why not travel north, 
instead of south? 
Perhaps by making a jour¬ 
ney into the unfamiliar territory 
north of Bates and Lewiston, he rea¬ 
soned, he had a shot at stumbling 
across someplace still undiscovered 
by the hordes that typically descend 
on Maine's better-known weekend 
destinations in autumn. In the end, 
Bob Katz concluded that traveling 
in this direction might not guaran¬ 
tee him an interesting place to visit, 
but his instincts told him it was 
Above: Water St., in downtown Hallowell. Below: the water that inspired its name—the Kennebec. 
worth a shot and he wanted to sat¬ 
isfy his curiosity about what lay 
beyond Russell Avenue, the north¬ 
ern boundary of his sheltered, Ba- 
tesian world. 
Bob and his friends ended 
up visiting a number of places that 
day, and enjoyed themselves a lot. 
One of the towns they stopped in 
was Hallowell, Maine. 
Overlooked and overshad¬ 
owed by the state's flashier destina¬ 
tions (i.e. Freeport, a town so flashy 
it literally shimmers if measured 
according to Maine standards), 
Hallowell sits quietly on the banks 
of the Kennebec River, just outside 
of Augusta. It is a town forgotten 
not by time, but by the people who 
never seem to have enough of it— 
college students. Forgotten is per¬ 
haps the wrong word, since most 
students (like Bob) have probably 
never heard of the place to begin 
with. 
One walk down Water 
Street, the main thoroughfare in 
Hallowell, and it would seem that 
the students aren't the only ones 
who've forgotten about it. Despite 
a half-dozen excellent restaurants 
serving Chinese, Lebanese, and tra¬ 
ditional American cuisine; roughly 
fifteen antique stores; and a wide 
variety of shops selling everything 
from used and rare books to mystic 
crystals, the sidewalks of this town 
are not jammed with people. Even 
at the busiest times of the year, un¬ 
assuming downtown Hallowell re¬ 
tains a sense of restfulness which 
many who visit it find welcoming 
and inviting. (Not surprisingly, Bob 
found this aspect of the town par¬ 
ticularly appealing.) 
Everything, from 
Hallowell's worn-looking, turn-of- 
the-century storefronts, to its vin¬ 
tage lampposts, to its eclectic mix of 
architectural styles (including many 
fine examples representing the 
Gothic, Italianate, and Federal pe¬ 
riods), suggests a town comfortable 
with its past and mindful of historic 
preservation but not to the point of 
neglecting the people who call it 
home today. 
Above all else, Hallowell is 
a town where people are able to 
carry on their daily lives in a nor¬ 
mal fashion, without having to 
worry about the stresses caused by 
huge numbers of tourists. Hallowell 
functions because of their activi¬ 
ties—not simply thanks to the eco¬ 
nomic windfall of outside money. It 
is not another Camden or Bar Har¬ 
bor or Freeport, although with its 
peaceful riverfront setting and 
abundance of high-class antique 
shops, stores, and eating establish¬ 
ments it certainly could become 
such a place if it chose to. 
It is the easygoing charac¬ 
ter of Hallowell that really sets it 
apart from those other towns that 
strive to please outsiders who come 
in search of New England quaint¬ 
ness; who demand a picture-post- 
card setting and usually get it, along 
with crowds, commercialization, 
and high prices. 
This community, founded 
along the Kennebec some 220 years 
ago remains an undiscovered gem 
precisely because it seems indiffer¬ 
ent toward the tourist industry. 
Bob Katz and his friends 
certainly enjoyed the laid-back feel 
—continued on page 20— 
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Once a Bobcat... 
Three alumni head coaches provide insight into the past and present of Bates athletics 
by Ryan Spring 
All student-athletes at one 
point or another become frus¬ 
trated with their coaches for a con¬ 
ceived lack of understanding of 
what it's like to balance academ¬ 
ics and athletics. 
Jim Murphy '69, 
head coach of 
women's soccer and 
basketball, Becky 
(Flynn) Woods '89, 
head coach of Nordic 
skiing, and Paul 
Gastonguay '89, head 
coach of men's tennis 
and squash, how¬ 
ever, will have none 
of that. 
All three were 
talented student-ath¬ 
letes at Bates and 
have now moved on 
to become head 
coaches. Their Bates 
careers have pro¬ 
vided them with ex¬ 
cellent insight into 
athletics at Bates past 
and present. 
• Jim Murphy 
A talented quar¬ 
terback and basket¬ 
ball player from Port¬ 
land High School, 
Jim Murphy entered 
Bates in the fall of 
1965. Murphy was attracted to 
Bates for many of the same rea¬ 
sons students are attracted to the 
College today and cited specifi¬ 
cally Bates' "warm, friendly, nur¬ 
turing atmosphere." 
However, he also added one 
athletic reason for enrolling that 
does not affect today's student- 
athlete. "At that time, because of 
Bates' low enrollment, freshmen 
were eligible to play, which was 
rare at that time," Murphy 
pointed out. 
The success Murphy and the 
Bates football team enjoyed over 
his four years at Bates began his 
freshman year. Led by coach Bob 
Hatch, for whom Murphy had a 
great amount of respect, the Bob¬ 
cats went 6-2, 6-2, 5-3, and 5-4 
from 1965 to 1968. 
"My proudest athletic 
achievement," said Murphy, "is 
that that was the only time in 
Bates history that the Bates foot¬ 
ball team had four consecutive 
winning seasons, although it is 
also unfortunate." 
Murphy's Bobcats might not 
hold that distinction if it weren't 
for a game against an 
undermatched team from a Cana¬ 
dian school that will remain name¬ 
less out of compassion. Bates beat 
the Canucks 52-0 and the humilia¬ 
tion for its opponents was so bad 
that one Canadian player shed his 
helmet and quit the team in the 
middle of the game. 
After starting a few games 
freshman year, Murphy started ev¬ 
ery game thereafter for the next 
three years. During that time, his 
offense set and reset Bates records 
for the total number of points 
scored and total offense each year. 
Murphy's uniform number 10 
was retired at the sports awards 
banquet (a small affair considering 
Bates had only a small fraction of 
the sports that now compete) his 
senior year. 
After graduation, Murphy, a 
Sociology major, traveled south to 
Masconomet, a regional school in 
Massachusetts, where he taught 
seventh grade for 25 years while 
also coaching girls' soccer and bas¬ 
ketball before returning to Bates in 
1994. He is married to fellow Bob¬ 
cat Sue Murphy, who works in in- 
formation services, and the 
couple has two daughters. 
• Becky (Flynn) Woods 
Becky (Flynn) Woods grew up 
in Auburn and grew attached to 
Bates at a young age. Her father, 
Rober t Flynn, coached the ski team 
at the time, and she skied with 
them on occasion. He now 
coaches golf and baseball. 
Woods attended Edward 
Little High School in Auburn and 
the Green Mountain Valley School 
in Vermont before attending 
Bates. 
"I liked the atmosphere [at 
Bates] and I knew Bates had a 
good ski program," said Woods. 
"I wanted to ski Division I, which 
limited my choices, plus I wanted 
a small school." 
Although most of us would 
have serious reservations about 
attending college at the same in¬ 
stitution where a parent worked, 
Woods was comforted by her re¬ 
turn home (from high school in 
Vermont) and felt that her dad 
made it easier for her to adjust. 
Also, Buzz Davis, who was the 
nordic ski coach at the time, had 
coached Woods for a long time. 
Woods' fondest athletic 
memories are from the Bates Car¬ 
nival and representing Bates at 
Nationals. 
"It was exciting to do well as 
a team with all of our friends 
around," said Woods about the 
Bates Carnival. 
"At Nationals we always sent 
less people than the other bigger 
Division I schools," said Woods. 
"It was to be there and show them 
that we could do just as well as 
they could." 
Woods was the captain her 
junior and senior years and enjoyed 
the responsibilities the position en¬ 
tailed. "Taking control in the off¬ 
season helped me take focus," said 
Woods. "It was fun to help other 
people along and it helped me to 
decide to become involved in 
coaching." 
Woods also won 
the Lloyd Lux Award 
which is given to a jun¬ 
ior or senior skier for 
his or her commitment 
and performance, al¬ 
though Woods 
pointed out that the 
award is particularly 
special because it is 
not necessarily given 
to the best skier. 
A resident of 
Small House her se¬ 
nior year, Woods en¬ 
joyed the homey at¬ 
mosphere of the 
houses at Bates which 
allowed her to know 
all of her floormates 
well. Woods, a psy¬ 
chology major, did not 
have time for other ex¬ 
tracurricular activities, 
however, because of 
the time required for 
academics and skiing. 
In her first year 
after graduation, 
Woods helped out at 
Carnivals on weekends while liv¬ 
ing in Vermont but then left for 
Colorado where she did some 
coaching before returning "home" 
in 1992 to be assistant coach of the 
Bobcats' Nordic ski team. 
• Paul Gastonguay 
Like Woods, Paul Gastonguay 
also grew up in the L/A area and 
entered Bates in the fall of 1985. 
"I didn't appreciate the school 
much growing up," said 
Gastonguay. "I knew it was a good 
school, but the tennis legacy is what 
sold me, along with the facilities. I 
never had a chance to play indoors 
much until I came here." 
During his time as a Bobcat, 
Gastonguay was heavily into ten¬ 
nis. He played daily until nagging 
injuries forced him to take off one 
day a week. When not on the ten¬ 
nis courts, however, Gastonguay 
enjoyed art classes which provided 
a relaxing break from working out. 
A history major, he inherited his af- 
Continued on Page 26 
Jim Murphy ’69, Becky (Flynn) Woods ’89, and Paul Gastonguay '89 have returned to Bates to lead 
Bobcat athletics into the 21st Century. . Jon White photo. 
Page 25 
The Bates Water-ski club 
won the first annual Bates Col¬ 
lege Classic on Saturday, Sep¬ 
tember 7 in Sanford. Virginia 
Tech finished second, while 
WPI finished third in front of a 
crowd of close to 300 Bates stu¬ 
dents and parents. 
The star for Bates was first- 
year student Lisa Loeffler who 
finished first in the slalom, trick, 
jump, and overall competitions. 
"The talent Lisa brings is a 
breath of fresh air to the pro¬ 
gram at Bates," said coach 
Stuart Abelson '96. "I look for¬ 
ward to her future contribu¬ 
tions." 
Abelson also skied well, 
winning the trick and jump 
competitions. Although he was 
able to pull off a victory by a 
margin of two feet in the jump 
competition, he was upset in the 
slalom by teammate Jeff Millett 
'00. 
Also placing well was Amy 
Chandler '98, who finished 
third in the trick and jump 
Inside 
the 
Lines 
events. 
Thaddeus Carlson '98 
jumped a personal best on Satur¬ 
day while acting as coach for the 
team while Abelson organized the 
entire event. 
"It was really cool to watch," 
praised an awestruck Sarah 
Mongan who attended. "It was 
a fun time." 
"It was well organized," said 
student-trainer James Williams 
who worked at the event. "It was 
exciting; there was good skiing 
and the atmosphere was upbeat 
and exciting." 
One of the highlights was a 
trick performance by a local hus¬ 
band and wife team from the 
Sanford Water-ski Club Team. 
With the tow line fastened around 
his waist, the husband skied while 
holding his wife on his shoulders 
and doing other tricks. 
WCDQ broadcasted live 
from the event and the Water-ski 
Club provided a free barbecue, 
adding to the party-like atmo¬ 
sphere. 
The only criticism of the 
event was the amount of down 
time in between events. 
In only its first year, the event 
is certain to grow in the coming 
years as more Bates students are 
enticed to spend the day enjoying 
sun, food, music, and some excel¬ 
lent water-skiing. 
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“l always wanted to come back [to Bates]" 
Continued from Page 25 
finity for art from his mother who 
is an artist. 
Gastonguay lived at home for 
his first three years at Bates to save 
money. Although he went home 
basically just to sleep, he believes 
that staying off campus helped 
him keep his focus. 
Keeping his focus never 
seemed to be a problem for 
Gastonguay, who was driven to 
succeed from the moment he 
stepped on campus. As a fresh¬ 
man, Gastonguay walked into the 
office of longtime head coach 
George Wigton and informed him 
that he wanted to go to Nationals 
in the spring. Wigton informed the 
number three ranked player on the 
Bates ladder that he would have 
to become the number one player 
on the team before he could expect 
to head to Nationals. Undaunted, 
Gastonguay did just that by train¬ 
ing hard all winter and went to Na¬ 
tionals as a freshman. 
By the end of his senior year, 
Gastonguay was Bates' all-time 
winningest tennis player, an All- 
American, one of four finalists for 
the NCAA Arthur Ashe Award, 
and had made it to the quarters of 
Nationals. 
After graduation, Gastonguay 
moved to Boston to train with 
Bates' only other All-American, 
Buddy Schultz '81. While training 
with Schultz, Gastonguay became 
a training partner for Ivan Lendl, 
and after a few years joined 
Lendl's Grand Slam Health and 
Tennis Center. He eventually 
worked his way up to the position 
of Assistant Tennis Director at the 
Center before returning to Bates 
this fall. 
• Back to Bates 
All share a back¬ 
breaking work ethic 
that has taken them 
to the top of their 
sports, and all share 
an infectious case of 
Bates Pride that 
makes some believe 
they bleed garnet. 
Murphy, Woods, and 
Gastonguay returned to their 
alma mater for many of the same 
reasons and share many of the 
same insights onto athletics at 
Bates past and present despite 
their different backgrounds. All 
share a backbreaking work ethic 
that has taken them to the top of 
their sports, and all share an in¬ 
fectious case of Bates Pride that 
make some believe they bleed gar¬ 
net. 
"I had such a positive experi¬ 
ence here at Bates," said Murphy. 
"I always wanted to come back. I 
love showing prospective stu¬ 
dents and their parents around 
Bates. The school was good to me 
and I'd like to give something 
back." 
"The challenge of the job 
brought me back," added Woods. 
"I knew the tradition Bates had 
and I wanted to add to it and build 
off of what was already a solid pro¬ 
gram." 
Gastonguay foreshadowed 
his return to Bates at his gradua¬ 
tion back in 1989 when he asked 
Wigton (whom he replaced this 
year) when he would be retiring. 
"I didn't expect it so soon," 
Gastonguay said. "This is my 
dream job." 
Murphy, Woods, and 
Gastonguay all have used, and 
will continue to use, their Bates 
backgrounds to help coach the 
ever changing student-athlete. 
"I think it's a distinct advan¬ 
tage to them [his players] that I 
graduated from here," said 
Murphy. "I understand the stress 
and how overwhelming things can 
be. But, they're also at a disadvan¬ 
tage because I know there are 
enough hours in the day for aca¬ 
demics and athletics." 
"Student-athletes are more se¬ 
rious now then when I was a stu¬ 
dent," said Woods. "It is more ac¬ 
ceptable for men and women to be 
student-athletes. People accept 
athletics and fitness as being im¬ 
portant to life so competition is 
more intense." 
One huge change in the focus 
of athletics since Murphy left in 
1969 is the woman's role in athlet¬ 
ics. Although he competed in foot¬ 
ball while at Bates, Murphy now 
coaches women's soccer and bas¬ 
ketball, something he couldn't 
have done back in the sixties. 
When Murphy was a student, 
men and women ate in separate 
dining halls six out of the seven 
"I'd love to see a 
Bates team win a 
national 
championship before 
I retire/' concluded 
Murphy. "I'll be 
there in the front 
row with my face 
painted garnet and 
white!" 
nights each week. Men had no cur¬ 
few and a maid, according to 
Murphy, while the women had a 
curfew and no maid. 
"The number of sports for 
women has increased tremen¬ 
dously," said Murphy. "The 
women's athletic teams couldn't 
even go off campus. Now the 
women's programs are among the 
best on campus. Everything is 50/ 
50 ffor the men and women]." 
Another change that has oc¬ 
curred since Murphy, Woods, and 
Gastonguay graduated is the role 
of athletics in a liberal arts educa¬ 
tion. As is evident by the new Un¬ 
derhill Ice Arena and its impres¬ 
sive weight room, the administra¬ 
tion is showing more dedication to 
athletics at Bates. 
"I love Bates, but we 
shouldn't accept mediocrity," 
added Murphy. "Bates isbased on 
excellence, yet [in the past] if a 
team is 7-7 here, people were do¬ 
ing cartwheels." 
"Now there is a more serious 
or sincere approach to athletics," 
Gastonguay said. "Athletics are 
part of the whole liberal arts phi¬ 
losophy. When I was here my phi¬ 
losophy was to win with a strong 
work ethic and that's the way I 
will coach. The administration is 
very much behind athletics as part 
of the individual to be developed." 
"The new ideal is to take 
teams to the next level. Every 
coach is shooting for the highest. 
In the past it was as if stressing 
athletics too much took away from 
academics. We could have gone 
to Nationals my junior year, but 
NESCAC wouldn't let us. Now 
athletes and. the athletic depart¬ 
ment have higher goals to shoot 
for. We want to be the best in all 
departments [academic, arts, ath¬ 
letics, etc.]" 
"Athletics are supported well 
throughout the College," Woods 
agreed. "I understand the need for 
it better as a coach and how much 
it can affect the athlete's mindset. 
I feel good about it right now." 
"I'd love to see a Bates team 
win a national championship be¬ 
fore I retire," concluded Murphy. 
"I'll be there in the front row with 
my face painted garnet and 
white!" 
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Season Preview 
Tennis aims high 
by Cam Donaldson 
This year, when the White 
Mules come trotting into town, 
they will be looking for retribu¬ 
tion after watching their former 
women's tennis coach, John Illig, 
take off down the turnpike and 
join forces with the Bobcats. 
"[Illig] wants us to do really 
well against Colby for obvious 
reasons," said co-captain Annalee 
Gunlicks '97. "Colby is a very 
good team and they have beaten 
us pretty handily the last few 
years, but it's mostly a mental 
thing. We can beat them." 
Middlebury and Bowdoin, 
both perennial NESCAC power¬ 
houses, also fall into that "can be 
beaten" category. With Bates' new 
coach and a rejuvenated program, 
the odds are starting to even out. 
The team is already training vig¬ 
orously in preparation for their 
berth in the New England Tour¬ 
nament. 
If Illig's style percolates down 
to his students by Saturday, 
Middlebury will find themselves 
face-to-racquet with an intense 
Bates team bent on thoroughly 
dominating the league. 
"We are confident in John's 
coaching abilities," said Gunlicks. 
"We were floundering in a lot of 
matches last year, but our team 
confidence has really improved 
since then." 
The Bobcats' top four remains 
the same this year with Gunlicks, 
Baldwin, Emily Kleinman '98, and 
Lisa Gralnek '99 leading the attack. 
The Panthers are a formidable op¬ 
ponent, as always, but this year 
they will be facing a revamped 
Bates squad without and push¬ 
overs. 
"This team has a lot of depth," 
said Baldwin. "We are younger 
and more consistent than last 
year." 
With Illig at the helm, the 
team should be in hyperspace by 
Emily Kleinman ’98 prepares for this weekend's season opener against 
Middlebury. Jon White photo. 
"We are doing a lot more con¬ 
ditioning drills in practice," said 
co-captain Helena Baldwin '97. 
"[Illig's] practices are much more 
comprehensive. He is also very 
positive and has helped us be¬ 
come a more unified team." 
Gunlicks was quick to agree 
with her teammate's assessment 
of Illig's alternative coaching 
style. "In practice, he covers all 
aspects of playing a match. Not 
just the basic skills, but also strat¬ 
egy and technique. His practices 
are intense and thorough." 
the time the tournament comes 
into view. Illig leads his Mules to 
third-place finishes in the last two 
New England tournaments. 
The Bates program is cur¬ 
rently in a rebuilding phase, so it 
may be a few years before Bates 
makes the jump into the upper 
echelon of NCAA Division III 
competition. In the meantime, 
though, expect to see young play¬ 
ers coming into their own under 
Illig's tutelage and some promis¬ 
ing tournament finishes. 
Interested in doing the play-by-play for Bates home football 
games this fall on WRBC? 
Contact Adam Levin in the Sports Information Office 
at ext. 6411. 
The King (and his court) 
W fi h a 
SFL 
by Dan Ho o ley 
In a country where democracy is supposedly 
still en vogue, one has to wonder who ever ordained 
Don the King. For as a recent Saturday night guest 
can attest, Don and his merry Pay per view Parlia¬ 
ment and his token jester Tyson collected an unruly 
$49.95 from the peasantry, and then sent them 
whence they came after 109 mere seconds of pomp 
and circumstance. In what some 
may call the Tyson-Seldon bout, 
but what I'd rather refer to as the 
Tyson-Seldon Bile, the American 
public once and for all could re¬ 
late to Nell Carter and understand 
why she asked the world to give 
her a break. 
Sure, with a puncher of 
Tyson's caliber one has to expect 
that every now and again, some 
paunchy punk is going to kiss 
canvas before you've even man¬ 
aged to get the cap off your first 
beer, but Seldon was an alleged 
challenger, not a chump. That's 
not to say that Seldon was a bad showing or that he 
even showed up at all, because in deference to a cer¬ 
tain limber man named Louganis, he took a dive. 
Whether or not he was intimidated by Tyson - and 
at 230 pounds of muscle, I'd hope not - is irrelevant. 
What is relevant, though, is that the one-two combi¬ 
nation that Tyson used to fell him wouldn't smudge 
the mascara on my mother. So, inevitably, the burn¬ 
ing question that lingers is whether or not the fight 
was fixed. 
If you are of composition similar to my own, 
where you tend to always give people the benefit of 
the doubt and have faith in the fact that good will 
always prevail, the Tyson-Seldon affair must have 
rustled your proverbial feathers. For, unless you've 
spent the last 100 years in cave, boxing is about brute 
force and skill; a sport where men are allowed to 
w m c cr m a 
TYS 
circumnavigate the laws that apply to normal soci¬ 
ety and civilly beat each other within inches of their 
respective lives. What Tyson and Seldon did reflected 
none of the sort. In truth it looked as if the two were 
engaged in a game of frozen tag, with Tyson send¬ 
ing the popsicle Seldon to freezer with a few friendly 
touches. 
Inevitably, the camera has to capture King. In a 
sport that has more associations and acronyms than 
FDR's New Deal, corruption is I evident. Whether or not King 
himself is solely responsible will 
probably never be known, but if 
you were to ask me, that black 
with white highlighted mess that 
sits so nicely upon his head can 
spell only one thing: SKUNK. 
And as far as Tyson is concerned, 
that onetime behemoth of blood, 
fortress of fury that in days be¬ 
gone kept us all inches from the 
tube, might be better served to 
don a skirt -with no disrespect for 
the pugilist Christie McNeill- be¬ 
cause he throws like a woman. 
I used to love the nights when my friends and I 
would fill a room twenty deep just to see Tyson do 
his thing. The $50.00 charge meant nothing; we were 
happy to pay. I remember the excitement that would 
fill the room as a brooding Tyson, torso clad in ripped 
towel, strode in to Redman's Time for Some Action. 
A surge of adrenaline would flow through the por¬ 
tals of my body as I began to shake my limbs loose 
as if I were the one whom Tyson was going to pum¬ 
mel. 
Today, I no longer look forward to Tyson "fights" 
in the way I once had. But I would pledge allegiance 
to him again, if he were honest. So if you:re listen¬ 
ing, Mike, Time for Some Action is a joke. Ask 
Redman to write some lyrics for my song.Time 
for Some Trash... Time, Time, for some Trash. 
The Bobcats Take the Field 
The fall athletic seasons go into full swing this weekend 
MEN’S CROSS 
COUNTRY 
Sept. 14 
at Dartmouth 
10:00 
WOMEN’S CROSS 
COUNTRY 
Sept. 14 
at Smith 
11:00 
FIELD HOCKEY 
Sept. 14 
Middlebury 1:00 
GOLF 
Sept. 14-15 
Duke Nelson Tournament 
at Middlebury, Vt. 
1:00, 9:00 
MEN’S SOCCER 
Sept. 13 
Norwich 4:00 
Sept. 14 
Middlebury 1:00 
WOMEN’S TENNIS 
Sept. 14 
Middlebury 11:00 
GO'GATS!!!!! 
WOMEN’S SOCCER 
Sept. 13 
Norwich 4:00 
Sept. 14 
Middlebury 1:00 Norwich 
4:00 
Sept. 14 
Middlebury 1:00 
VOLLEYBALL 
Sept. 13-14 
Gordon College 
Tournament 
at Wenham, Mass. 
5:00, 9:00 
Sept. 17 
St. Joseph's (JV) 7:00 
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Cotton Candy sticks its 
sticky feet onto the Bates 
campus, students react 
by Arthur McBride 
As a child I was denied the 
opportunity to chase snowflakes and 
catch them on my tongue by a 
hyperprotective mother. This is why 
I choose to come to Bates and boy am 
I looking forward to my first winter, 
will the snow ever come? 
While waiting for the white 
fluffy stuff, I have discovered another 
fluffy substance which melts in my 
mouth and not in my hand. I sup¬ 
pose in this way it has more in com¬ 
mon with M & M’s than snow but I 
:te plenty of candy as a child. The 
lore I think about it the more I love 
itton candy, though it is harder to 
clean off my boots than snow. I just 
wish someone would get off their 
duff and sell it in white. And why is 
this revolutionary sugar delivery ve¬ 
hicle not served in Commons. The 
long-standing subliminal connection 
embedded in our collective con¬ 
sciousness since birth between carni¬ 
vals and cotton candy inextricably 
links these cultural phenomena. 
Would cotton candy create a more 
jovial atmosphere in commons in the 
dead of winter by this unconscious 
association alone? Of course it 
would. But cotton candy isn't some 
fad to be paraded out for harvest din¬ 
ner and forgotten, it is a healthy part 
of your complete breakfast. I have 
spoken to several students who re¬ 
quested that their names be withheld 
yet supported the idea of cotton 
candy in commons. "I really miss my 
fruity-pebbles and cotton candy 
breakfasts from the summer" noted 
one student. "I depend on cotton 
candy for my morning sugar high 
and I am tired of having to go to Wal- 
Mart to get it!!!" exclaimed another 
Batesie. 
"I just like making it hard." 
- Abbey DeRocker ?99 (first 
right) 
"It reminds me of the 
Washington County fair — and 
cows." 
- Abigail Phillips *99 
(second right) 
"It's fluffy -- it feels 
better to have in your 
hand" 
- Oscar Zapata ’00 
(above) 
"It's better than just 
eating sugar." 
- Saif Ahmed '00 
(above) 
"Cotton candy goes right down to 
the grass roots of the nation. I mean 
every carnival you've ever been to 
has had it. 
- Doug Krause '99 (left) 
The Inside Track 
National Journal Writing Disorders Week 
Does it seem as if every time you sit down, peaceful in the sweet tasted 
slice of an evening breeze, and slowly sip a chipped glass of overcremated 
coffee, and think, and prepare to take out all of your aggression on your 
journal, that suddenly, your journal takes out all its aggression on You? 
Has too many a dull evening been interrupted by an onslaught of ran¬ 
dom flowing thoughts, and all of them having to do with a bread basket 
weaved by some guy named Tagore? Stuck on the same sentence over 
and over, and this is not the one? You're in good company. Page 55 
news 
1-8 
'features forum' 
9-12 13-17 
campus arts 
18-20 21-24 
sports 
.25-27 . 
Discussion on Discussion: Let's Discuss 
Back in an older day, long before you were born, my young pups, an 
illiterate donkey bumped into the fair maiden Dendrita, and thus the 
first discussion group was born. Since that time, the practice has prolif¬ 
erated, much to the dismay of Archinemies, a devout brand of turpen¬ 
tine with little taste for intrigue. In the ever spiraling increase of the 
effervescent flavor of detail, something has gotten lost, and some sus¬ 
pect that it is whatever was being discussed in the first place. Fortu¬ 
nately, there is still time. We can discuss our discussion, an then maybe 
we’ll have something to discuss. Page Title X 
